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Post Contact Information
Post Website: post45palatka.com
Post Email: post45palatka@gmail.com
Auxiliary Email: unit45palaka@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: newsletter.post45@gmail.com
AL Riders: riderschapter45@gmail.com
S.A.L.: squadron45hodge@gmail.com
Facebook: @berthodgepost45

Kitchen Schedule
First Saturday 8 - 11 am:
Full breakfast Menu

Second, Fourth and Fifth Saturdays 8 - 11 am
$5 Pancake and Sausage Menu
No breakfast on the Third Saturday

(386) 328-6976

Post Open Hours
Post is Open Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday 10 am to 3
First, Second, Fourth,
(and Fifth) Saturdays for breakfast
Closed Sunday and Thursday
Our post election will be held at the May membership
meeting. We have at least one member for all positions
but nominations will be accepted from the floor the
night of the election. Come vote so you have a voice in
who governs your post for the 22-23 term.
For God and Country. Your nominating committee.

Vet Relief
If you or another veteran you know needs
financial assistance, please let me know.

Our brick program is up and running!
If you would like to order a brick to honor a loved one please
contact Kevin Tracey or Bo Meadows.
To have the brick placed in the garden at the post, they must
be a veteran or a member of the auxiliary. Veterans do not
have to be a member of the American Legion.
If you want to order a brick for a family member or a friend
that is not a veteran or member of the auxiliary, we will be
happy to order a brick for you.
For God and country, Your Brick Committee

All Information is confidential.

There seems to be confusion of what vet relief is for.
It is to help those veterans and widows who have an
unexpected financial problem that they need help
with but can show sustainability. You can only request vet relief once a year, so if you need help with
your rent or utilities that month because of an unexpected expense are you going to be able to afford
them the rest of the year. I have had to turn down
many requests that didn't meet the criteria. Money
for plane tickets back home because you no longer
want to be where you are, replace money you had to
spend out of your savings so you can get your balance back up to where you would like, or you have
over $40.000.00 in your combined accounts. These
are are few of the requests for vet relief that were
turned down. Vet relief is only to help those who
have a financial difficulty that was beyond their control but need help in order to be able to have sustainability. If you or someone you know needs help
please tell them to come and see me. Remember it
takes 7 to 10 days to process your request.
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Post 45 Calendar for APRIL 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Full Breakfast
8 to 11 am

3

4
Closed

10

5
OPEN 10-3

11
Closed

OPEN 10-3

6
OPEN 10-3

12
OPEN 10-3

Auxiliary Exec.
Comm. Meeting
10:00 am

17

18
OPEN 10-3

24

25
Closed

OPEN 10-3

19
OPEN 10-3

26
OPEN 10-3

7
OPEN 10-3

13

8
Closed

14
Closed

Legion Exec.
Comm. Meeting
10:00 am

Legion & Aux.
Monthly
Meeting
7:00 pm

21

OPEN 10-3

27
OPEN 10-3

OPEN 10-3

28

No Breakfast

23
Breakfast
8 to 11 am

OPEN 10-3

29
Closed

16

(No Chicken
Dinner this
month)

22
Closed

Breakfast
8 to 11 am

OPEN 10-3

15

OPEN 10-3

20

9

OPEN 10-3

30
Freedom Fest
10am-4pm
**See page 7
for details
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Commanders Corner

Ken Moore

Chaplain

Michael Murphey

As we head into April, I look back and thank everyone who made
March a successful month. We had a successful yard sale, a wonderful Quilts of Valor ceremony and a successful chicken BBQ
dinner, as well as breakfasts. Most only see the events and are
unaware of what goes on behind the scene to make them happen, but trust me you just don't write it on the calendar and it
magically appears and nothing is done in 1 or 2 days, Thank you
to those who help make it happen, you know who you are. Now
that we are planning for April we need everyone who can to get
involved and come to the Memorial Day Parade planning
meetings which will start on Wednesday the 6th of April at 3:00
pm at the Post. We will also be working on the Veterans Memorial garden at Veterans Village and hope to have a dedication ceremony but that depends on how much we can get done and also
want to thank the VFW in Palatka for the $1000.00 they donated
to the landscaping of the Veterans Memorial Garden. There will
also be a groundbreaking ceremony at Veterans Village this
month but a date has not been set yet. We will also be presenting
a donation to the Special Olympics at our April membership
meeting, so please try to attend. April the 30th is Freedom Fest at
the fairgrounds. We will be setting up there and supporting
Freedom Fest. I know I may have forgotten something, but will
post on the post’s Facebook page anything that may come up.
But you can also attend the post membership meeting or come
by the post and get involved.

So…April…Passover…Crucifixion…Resurrection…Salvation!

I want to think everyone who stepped up and conducted the
March membership meeting in my absence, thank you.

I said all of that to say this…YOU are incredibly important, deeply loved and carefully watched over by our Savior and God. He’s
right there with you now. take some time to tell Him how much
He matters to you and how thankful you are for what He’s done
for you. He will enjoy hearing from you.

Let's keep moving forward together—Thank You and God
Bless !!

What an awesome month for us who know our Lord. This a great
time to strengthen ourselves by taking time to remember our
King, what He did for us and why.
We all understand the “why” part about us being saved and having eternal life. But, we can sometimes for get Jesus’s “why”.
He did what He did purely out of love for each one of us. This is
not that gooey kind of love or best-friend kind of love. The love
motivating our King to go through such horrors to see us saved
from sin and death in called “agape” in the old language.
Agape is almost a verb, because it is the kind of love that demands action. Agape is a “working for” “doing for” kind of love.
It’s the love that takes one away from where they would rather be
to go where they’d often rather not be…in order to do what needs
doing to protect and care for those who matter to them.
What He was willing to do for you should make it clear to you
exactly how important you are to Him. In addition to the horrific
abuse He went through, He allowed Himself to suffer one of the
most torturous forms of death imaginable. He then overcame Hell
and Death in order to come back and continue to lead us to be
with Him eternally.

For the first time in all of eternity, Jesus was separated from our
Father while paying for our freedom. I can’t imagine what that
must have been like.

Also…take some time to watch The Chosen on line. You’ll be
glad you did.

Kitchen Crew

God bless and Happy Easter.
Chaplain Mike. 904-907-5233 murphey88@gmail.com

Thank you for your continuing support of our breakfasts
and our chicken dinners!
First Saturday of the month:
Full breakfast menu ~ Delicious sausage and gravy grits
and hashbrowns eggs cooked to order all served with
lots of love.
Second and fourth Saturdays:
Come in for our pancakes and sausage, all for $5
April 17th is Easter Sunday so we will not be having our chicken
dinner on Saturday the 16th.

We hope all will enjoy Easter weekend!
For God and Country, we are your kitchen crew
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AUXILIARY NEWS
Membership
Pat Andries
Happy Springtime to all Auxiliary members!
Your membership chairman, Marion James is busy updating your information. If your address, phone #, or E-mail address has changed in the
past year, please let us know as soon as possible. We have so much coming up in the next several months. You don't want to miss out on it.
Please remember to pay your dues. Auxiliary dues are $35.00.
Thank you to all Auxiliary members.

From the Desk of Auxiliary President

Pat Andries

We missed you! We didn’t have enough members to hold the February meeting. The March meeting only had enough for a quorum and one guest. It is disheartening to not have enough members present to make future decisions that affect you, our veterans
and community. Please make an effort to come. If not for the meetings, please come to the breakfasts and visit and share your
ideas and learn what we are doing so you can participate.
We will have the Officers ballots ready following the May meeting, We are still in need of a Secretary. Others have stepped up
for the other offices but if there is an office you would like to run for please let me or Esme know so your name can be placed
the ballot. We will also need chairmen for our various programs. If you want more information on any of them, please go to the
ALAforveterans.org orALAFL.org websites. We also have Unit Guide books available at the Post if you let me know you want
to see them. Please consider a position. This is your unit and you are important in making it successful by supporting our members, veterans and community!
Invitations have been mailed to members and guests for the Past Presidents Parley Tea on Thursday, April 21st. Please return
your RSVP either way. We hope you are able to participate. It should be a fun and informative party.
The Freedom Fest is scheduled for April 30th from 10-4 at the Fairgrounds. We would like volunteers to take shifts at our Membership table. There will be many booths and lots to see. A meal will be provided. See the flyer at the Post or in the newspaper.
Please mark your calendar for the Auxiliary monthly meeting on the second Thursday of every month. There will be a meal provided at 6 pm and the meeting begins at 7 pm. Looking forward to seeing you!
CHAPLAIN

Cathy Boyland

From Daily Inspirations, THE BIBLE, A man's heart deviseth his way; but the LORD directs his steps. Proverbs16.9
PRAYER: Father, I know that every good thing comes from You. You have blessed every gift and skill I possess. Any success I have is because
of You. I need You in every aspect of my life, and I need your strength and your guidance. I need You to guide my steps in every facet of my
life. I asked You to direct me in the way I should go. I trust your plan for my life, and I put myself into your hands. AMEN.
Do all things without murmurings and disputings; that ye may be blameless and harmless in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights in the world. Philippians 2:14-15.
Complaining and grumbling is a serious offense from God's point of view. The Israelites were guilty of this in the wilderness wandering,
when despite God's daily provision in leading, they murmured in their tents. Lack of thankfulness will damage our lights and hurt our witness to the dark lost world around us. We are made the light of the world, and it is our mission to shine out His righteousness in the midst
of an unrighteous society.
PRAYER: Father, forgive us, O Lord, for our grumblings. Let us be made aware of all You have done for us and continue to do so for us each
day, and make us thankful of heart. By your grace, let us shine the light of Christ in a crooked, perverse nation that has turned its back on
You. Let men see our good works and glorify our Father in Heaven. AMEN.
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Post 45 Activities in MARCH 2022

Bert Hodge Post 45 Legion Riders getting ready for a ride on March 5,2022
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Post 45 Activities in the Community

THANK YOU to the QUILTS of VALOR
for presenting these wonderful handmade quilts
to 6 of our heroes on March 15, 2022
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HILLCREST BAPTIST CHURCH presented a check to BERT HODGE
AMERICAN LEGION POST 45
March 26, 2022

VETS FREEDOM FEST 2022
Date:

APRIL 30

Time:

10am-4pm

Place:

Putnam County Fairgrounds

Hosted by Hillcrest Baptist Church
MUSIC, BBQ, GAMES, PRIZES, KIDS BOUNCE HOUSE, ANTIQUE CAR/TRUCK CRUISE-IN,
INFORMATION BOOTHS, FREE MEAL FOR VETERANS & THEIR IMMEDIATE FAMILY

For information, see VetsFreedomFest.org or call (386)546-9126
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From the Kitchen Crew

The first Saturday menu.

Join us for
breakfast.
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Menu for the 2nd, 4th and 5th Saturdays.
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History Of The American Legion
It all began in March of 1919 with the Paris Caucus which set into motion what became known as The American Legion.
The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans organization. Focusing on service to veterans, service members and communities, the Legion evolved from a group of war-weary veterans of
World War I into one of the most influential nonprofit groups in the United States. Membership swiftly grew
to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across the country. Today, membership stands at over 2.4 million
in 14,000 posts worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 states, along with
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and the Philippines.
Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America, won hundreds of benefits for
veterans and produced many important programs for children and youth. Following is a chronology of significant dates in Legion history:

1919
March 15-17
Members of the American Expeditionary Force convene in Paris for the first American Legion caucus.
May 8-10
St. Louis Caucus. "The American Legion" is adopted as the organization's official name. The Legion's draft
preamble and constitution are approved.
June 9
The National Executive Committee adopts the Legion emblem.
Sept. 16
Congress charters The American Legion.
Nov. 10-12
First Legion convention convenes in Minneapolis. The Constitution and preamble are adopted. Delegates vote
361-323 to locate the Legion's national headquarters in Indianapolis, instead of Washington. A resolution is
passed in support of Boy Scouts of America. Today, the Legion is the chartering agency for more than 1,700
Scouting units made up of approximately 64,000 youths.
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1920s
Aug. 9, 1921
The Legion's efforts result in the creation of the U.S. Veterans Bureau, forerunner of the Veterans Administration. Today, the Legion continues to lobby for adequate funding to cover medical, disability, education and other
benefits for veterans.

June 15, 1923
The first "Flag Code" is drafted during a Legion conference in Washington. Congress adopts the code in 1942.
Today, the Legion is at the forefront of efforts to pass a constitutional amendment to protect the U.S. flag from
physical desecration.
July 17, 1925
The Legion creates the American Legion Baseball program. Today, more than 50 percent of Major League
Baseball players are graduates of the program. About 82,000 youths play on Legion-sponsored teams each year.

1930s
June 23, 1935
The first American Legion Boys State convenes in Springfield, Ill., to help youths gain an understanding of the
structure and operation of the federal government. The first Boys Nation, bringing together youth leadership
from all the Boys State programs, convenes in 1946. Today, more than 19,500 young men participate in Boys
State, and 98 in Boys Nation, from 49 of the 50 states.
June 1, 1938
The final round of the Legion's first annual National High School Oratorical Contest is conducted in Norman,
Okla. Today, more than 3,400 high-school students from around the country compete annually in the contest,
which promotes a greater understanding of the U.S. Constitution. Winners receive thousands of dollars in college
scholarships.

1940s
Sept. 19-21, 1942: Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion is changed for the first and only time
since it was written in 1919. The word “War” is changed to “Wars.”
Dec. 15, 1943
Past National Commander Harry W. Colmery starts to write in longhand, on Mayflower Hotel stationery in
Washington, the first draft of what will later become the "GI Bill of Rights" – considered the Legion's single
greatest legislative achievement.
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1940s (continued)
June 22, 1944
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs into law the original GI Bill, or Servicemen's Readjustment Act, ushering in monumental changes in U.S. society. Higher education becomes democratized after 8 million veterans
go to school on the GI Bill, get better jobs, buy houses in the suburbs and raise families. For every dollar spent
on educating veterans, the U.S. economy eventually gets $7 back.
May 29, 1946
The Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary present a small, struggling organization called the American
Heart Association with a $50,000 grant. The grant inaugurates a nationwide program for the study, prevention and treatment of rheumatic heart disease.

1950s
May 4, 1950
The Legion votes to contribute funds to the field of mental health, thereby playing a key role in launching the
National Association for Mental Health.
July 9, 1954
The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation is formed. Today, more than $11 million has been awarded to
youth organizations and projects designed to help America's children.

1960s
Sept. 1, 1966
The Legion voices great concern over the fate of prisoners of war in Vietnam. Today, the Legion urges a full
accounting of all POWs and troops missing in action; and has formed a special group from among the nation's
major veterans organizations to continue pressing for further resolution of this issue.
Aug. 24, 1969
The Legion's National Executive Committee establishes the National Emergency Fund as a result of the effects
of Hurricane Camille.
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1970s
May 1, 1972
The Legion implements a Halloween safety program for children; it remains the only national program of its
kind.
April 1, 1975
The Legion-sponsored Freedom Bell goes aboard the Freedom Train during its tour of the country in celebration of the U.S. Bicentennial. Six years later, the bell is dedicated at its permanent home in Columbus Plaza,
opposite Union Station in Washington.

1980s
Aug. 26, 1982
The Legion presents a $1 million check to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund for construction of the Wall
in Washington, becoming the largest single contributor to the project.
July 21, 1983
The Legion announces its sponsorship of an independent study on the effects of exposure to Agent Orange on
Vietnam War veterans. Congress receives the results of the "American Legion-Columbia University Study of
Vietnam-era Veterans" in 1989.
Jan. 1, 1989
The Veterans Administration is elevated to Cabinet-level status as the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).
The Legion fought hard for the change, arguing that veterans deserve representation at the highest levels of
government.
Oct. 16, 1989
The long-standing objective of the Legion to improve adjudication procedures for veterans claims is achieved
when the U.S. Court of Veterans Appeals becomes operational. Most of the provisions contained in the law creating the court were originally included in the Veterans Reassurance Act, written by the Legion and introduced in Congress in 1988.
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1990s
Aug. 2, 1990
The Legion files suit against the federal government for failure to conduct a Congress-mandated study about the effects
of Agent Orange on veterans who served in Vietnam.
Oct. 11, 1990
The Legion creates the Family Support Network to assist families of servicemembers deployed for operations Desert
Shield and Desert Storm in the Middle East. Through local posts, the network offers a wide range of assistance, including financial assistance, mowing lawns, baby-sitting and more. Today, FSN continues to assist families affected by military activation and deployment.
June 15, 1991
The Legion hosts its first Junior Shooting Sports National Air Rifle Championships at the Olympic Training Center in
Colorado Springs, Colo. Today, more than 2,000 high school students a year enter the contest, which teaches gun safety
and marksmanship.

Aug. 24, 1994
The Legion announces the creation of the Citizens Flag Alliance, a coalition of organizations and individual citizens
united to work for a constitutional amendment to protect the U.S. flag from physical desecration. Since 1995, the
amendment has passed in the House by an supermajority six times: in 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001, 2003 and 2005. In 2006,
the amendment fell one vote short of passage in the Senate.
Sept. 24, 1994: The American Legion announces partnership with the Smithsonian Institute’s Air and Space Museum to
develop an exhibit for the bomber Enola Gay, which dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan. Previous museum
plans had drawn intense criticism from veterans, scholars and the public.

Jan. 30, 1995: The American Legion announces acceptance of scaled-down exhibit “without political commentary” for
the Enola Gay, ending the greatest controversy in the Smithsonian Institute’s 149-year history.
Oct. 1, 1995
The Legion forms the Persian Gulf Task Force to enhance service for the newest generation of wartime veterans, thousands of whom suffer from illnesses linked to their service in the region.
Sept. 16, 1996
The Legion awards a $20,000 college scholarship to each of the 10 inaugural Samsung American Legion high school
scholars.
June 11, 1997
The National Emergency Fund surpasses the $1 million mark in cash grants given to flood victims who belong to the
Legion family. Most grant recipients reside in the flood plains of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Minnesota and North Dakota.
Sept. 3, 1997
The Legion presents its first National Law Enforcement Officer of the Year award at the 79th National Convention in
Orlando, Fla.
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2000s
March 29, 2000
Senate Joint Resolution 14, the constitutional amendment that would return the people's right to protect the
U.S. flag from physical desecration, falls four votes short of the necessary 67 to override a presidential veto.
Sept. 5, 2000: The American Legion presents the first “Spirit of Service” Awards to active duty service members for their off-duty volunteer activities.
Aug. 28-30, 2001: The American Legion passes resolution to rekindle Blue Star Service Banner program.
Sept. 12, 2001: The American Legion reactivates the Family Support Network following terrorist attacks in
New York City and Washington, D.C.
Oct. 10-11, 2001: The American Legion creates the American Legacy Scholarship Fund for children of military members killed on active duty on or after Sept. 11, 2001.
Sept. 11, 2002: The American Legion takes lead in conducting “A Day To Remember” events to mark the anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the nation.
November 2002
The Legion launches the national "I Am Not A Number" campaign to identify and document the delays veterans face in obtaining medical care from VA.
Oct. 17, 2003: American Legion efforts on Capitol Hill break the deadlock on the Disabled Veterans Tax
when Congress creates a 10-year phase-in for service-connected disabled retirees to receive military retired
pay and VA disability compensation without subtraction from either. Legion efforts also result I passage of
the Military Family Tax Relief Act.
Sept. 3, 2004: American Legion lobbying leads to more progress in elimination of the Disabled Veterans
Tax with passage of PL 108-375 that eliminates the 10-year phase-in for 100 percent service- connected retirees, allowing them to immediately begin receiving both retired pay and VA disability payments.
Sept 19, 2004: The American Legion launches a national program, the Blue Star Salute, where posts across
the country hold public events to recognize troops, their families and local businesses on Armed Forces Day.
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2000s (continued)
May 7, 2005: The American Legion lobbied successfully to remove from VA funding legislation administration
-proposed increases in VA prescription co-payments and institution of user fee for Priority Group 8 veterans
using VA health facilities. Efforts focus on legislation to provide mandatory, vice discretionary, funding of VA
health care.

August 2005
Delegates at the 87th National Convention in Honolulu unanimously voice their support for the global war on
terrorism with Resolution 169.
Oct. 17-18, 2007: The American Legion National Executive Committee passes Resolution 35 and adopts The
American Legion Riders as a national program of The American Legion. The first American Legion Riders
chapter was established by American Legion Post 396 in Garden City, Mich., in 1993.
June 30, 2008
President George W. Bush signs into law the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act, a next-generation
GI Bill strongly supported by the Legion. The bill renews the federal government's commitment to veterans by
providing them with substantially better education benefits. The Post-9/11 GI Bill took effect Aug. 1, 2009, and
sent an unprecedented number of veterans to college. Today, as at its formation, the Legion remains at the forefront of efforts to improve education and other benefits for all veterans.
Oct. 22, 2009: President Obama signs the Veterans Health Care Budget Reform Act of 2009, guaranteeing “advance funding” for VA appropriations, a formula that The American Legion has strongly supported
for many years. The new law sets funding for VA one year in advance.
February 2010
The entire Legion family bands together and wins $250,000 for Operation Comfort Warriors (OCW) in PepsiCo's Refresh Everything Project, submitting the most votes in an online contest and beating out hundreds
of other groups and charities to take first place in the contest's first month. A big part of getting the word
out was the American Legion Online Update e-newsletter. This is an early example of the still growing power of
online and social media to augment everything the Legion does.
October 2010
Continuing a long-standing tradition of advocating for timely and adequate medical care for veterans, the Legion forms a PTS-TBI Ad Hoc Committee to both examine current methods by VA and the Department of Defense of treating the two conditions, and investigate potential alternatives.
December 2010
The Legion officially begins a relationship with United States Automobile Association (USAA), making the veteran-founded insurance company "The American Legion's preferred provider of financial services." The purchase of USAA products gains money for Legion programs. USAA representatives often give members helpful financial information and tips through Legion media.
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2000s (continued)
May 5, 2011: The National Executive Committee authorized establishment of The American Legion Amateur
Radio Club (TALARC) to promote emergency communications and disaster preparedness, engage youth in
math and science and facilitate public communications with our nation’s federally licensed amateur radio operators who are veterans. TALARC membership opened free for members of The American Legion, The
American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion who are FCC licensed ham radio operators.
August 2011
The American Legion Baseball World Series is held for the first time in the tournament's new permanent
home, Shelby, N.C. Prior to this, the tournament had rotated to different cities. Total paid attendance at the
Shelby contests soars to an all-time high of 86,000 total.
October 2012
VA guarantees its 20 millionth home loan. 1936-1937 National Commander Harry Colmery and 1943-1944 National Commander Warren Atherton escorted the original GI Bill of Rights through Congress in 1944, arguing
passionately for veterans educational benefits, government-assured health care and what they called
"readjustment allowances." Today Colmery and Atherton are lauded as the "fathers of the GI Bill" and its
successors.
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