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The 45 Informer 

Your Source for News and Information about Post 45     

May 2022           Volume 9    Issue 05 

The American Legion, Bert Hodge Post 45              316 Osceola St. Palatka, FL. 32177                   (386) 328-6976 

Kitchen Schedule 

First Saturday 8 - 11 am:   

   Full breakfast Menu                                                  

Second, Fourth and Fifth Saturdays 8 - 11 am:  

   $5  Pancake and Sausage Menu                                                                                                 

Third  Saturday : No Breakfast 

 

Vet Relief                                       

If you or another veteran you know needs  

financial assistance, please let me know.  

All Information is confidential.  

There seems to be confusion of what vet relief is for. 

It is to help those veterans and widows who have an 

unexpected financial problem that they need help 

with but can show sustainability. You can only re-

quest vet relief once a year, so if you need help with 

your rent or utilities that month because of an unex-

pected expense are you going to be able to afford 

them the rest of the year. I have had to turn down 

many requests that didn't meet the criteria. Money 

for plane tickets back home because you no longer 

want to be where you are, replace money you had to 

spend out of your savings so you can get your bal-

ance back up to where you would like, or you have 

over $40.000.00 in your combined accounts. These 

are are few of the requests for vet relief that were 

turned down. Vet relief is only to help those who 

have a financial difficulty that was beyond their con-

trol but need help in order to be able to have sustain-

ability. If you or someone you know needs help 

please tell them to come and see me.  Remember it 

takes 7 to 10 days to process your request.  

Post Contact Information 

Post Website:  post45palatka.com 

Post Email: post45palatka@gmail.com   

Auxiliary Email:  unit45palaka@gmail.com   

Newsletter Editor: newsletter.post45@gmail.com  

AL Riders: riderschapter45@gmail.com   

S.A.L.: squadron45hodge@gmail.com  

Facebook: @berthodgepost45 

Post Open Hours 

Post is Open Monday, Tuesday,                                       

Wednesday, Friday 10 am to 3 

First, Second, Fourth,                                                               

(and Fifth) Saturdays for breakfast                                                 

Closed Sunday and Thursday 

Our post elections will be held at the member-

ship meeting on May 12. Members that have 

agreed to serve are:   

Commander   Ken Moore  

1st Vice Commander  Lester Sheppard  

2nd Vice Commander  Gary Coward  

Judge Advocate   Ted Rodda  

Finance Officer   Terri Jones  

Sergeant at Arms   Kevin Tracey  

Chaplain    Larry Blair  

Historian    Curtis Bennett  

Member at Large   Greg Andries  

Member at Large   Wayne Moon  

Nominations will be accepted from the floor. If 

you nominate someone for a position on the 

board, that person must agree to serve before 

being placed on the ballot. Come have a say in 

your post.  

For God and Country, your election committee.  

post45palatka.webs.com
mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com
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COMING UP IN JUNE ~~~ SPREAD THE WORD! 

American Legion Bert Hodge Post 45 has 
been selected by local store leadership as 
the benefiting non-profit in the Commu-
nity Bag Program! 
 

For the month of June 2022, American Legion 
Bert Hodge Post 45 will receive a $1 donation 
from each purchase of the $2.99 reusable Com-
munity Bag at the store located at Winn-Dixie 
901 Highway 19 South, Palatka FL. 

Welcome to the Community Bag & Giving Tag Program! 

Each time a shopper purchases the $2.99 Community Bag at your selected Winn
-Dixie location, your non-profit will receive a $1 donation, unless otherwise di-
rected by the Giving Tag.   

Frequently Asked Questions 

 What is the Community Bag Program? 
The Community Bag Program makes it easy for shoppers to support their community and environment by 
buying durable, reusable shopping bags. A portion of each purchase goes to a local non-profit in need. Do-
nations from this program support groups focused on education, civic, health & wellness, hunger relief, 
military/veterans, and disaster relief organizations. 

How are non-profits selected as beneficiaries each month? 
Every month, leadership at each store location chooses a local non-profit to be the default beneficiary 
from the Community Bag Program. This organization’s name is posted on the reusable bag rack during 
their benefiting month. We encourage you to go into your selected store location(s) and introduce yourself 
to the store manager to see how you can work together to promote your benefiting month! 

If we have been selected as a monthly beneficiary, do shoppers need to use the Giving Tag attached to 
the bag to send the $1 donation to us? 
No. If you have been selected as the monthly beneficiary at a particular store location, the $1 donation will 
automatically go to you upon purchase. There is no need to use the Giving Tag attached to the bag to send 
the $1 donation to your organization. The Giving Tag is only to redirect the $1 donation to a different non-
profit, other than the one selected to benefit for the month. 
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UPCOMING POST ACTIVITIES 

May 7 10:00am 

Ground breaking ceremony and Memorial 

Garden dedication at Veterans Village fol-

lowed by lunch at the Post in honor of 

Mothers Day. Special guests will be there. 

May 11 10:30am 

Executive Board Meeting  

May 12 6:00pm  

Pot luck dinner followed by post elections 

at 7:00pm 

May 17 9:00am 

Flag placement at Oak Hill Cemetery by 

the American Legion flag pole. 

May 21 1:00-3:00pm 

Commander’s Officers Appreciation Din-

ner. 

This is for all Legion members and 

their plus 1.  

There is no cost for this dinner.   

May 30 8:30am 

Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony 



 4 

Post 45 Calendar for MAY 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

 

Closed 

2 

 

OPEN 10-3 

3 

 

OPEN 10-3 

4 

 

 

Closed 

5 

 

OPEN 10-3 

6 

 

OPEN 10-3 

7 

No Breakfast   

 

Memorial  

Garden  

Dedication 

10am                      

8 

 

 

 

9 

 

OPEN 10-3 

10 

 

OPEN 10-3 

11 

 

Executive 

Board 

Meeting  

10:30am 

12 

Potluck  

Dinner 6pm 

Post  

Elections 

7pm 

13 

 

OPEN 10-3 

14 

 

Breakfast                        

8 to 11 am 

15 

 

 

Closed 

16 

 

OPEN 10-3 

17 

 

OPEN 10-3 

Flag  

Placement 

9am 

18 

 

 

Closed 

19 

 

OPEN 10-3 

20 

 

OPEN 10-3 

21 

No Breakfast   

 

Commander’s 

Officers  

Appreciation 

Dinner 1-3pm                      

22 

 

Closed 

23 

 

OPEN 10-3 

24 

 

OPEN 10-3 

25 

 

 

Closed 

26 

 

OPEN 10-3 

27 

 

OPEN 10-3 

28 

 

Breakfast                        

8 to 11 am 

29 

 

 

Closed 

30 

 

Memorial 

Day Parade 

8:30am 

31 

 

OPEN 10-3 
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Commanders Corner              Ken Moore  

April has been busy now here we go into May 

and we have a pretty busy schedule. May 7th 

ground breaking and Memorial Garden dedica-

tion followed by a lunch in honor of all the 

mothers for Mothers Day. We will also have 

guests that day from a post in district 5 as well 

as the district 5 Commander.  May 12th is post 

elections,  May 30th is Memorial Day Parade 

and Ceremony. As we all know, there will be 

other things happening  as well. Things have a 

way of popping up. Think about what you 

would like to do and be a part of the Post. 

There will be committee chairmen needed and 

committee members. There will also be assis-

tant positions. Let's keep the American Legion 

Bert Hodge Post 45 moving forward!  If 1 per-

son can collect over $5000.00 in donations by 

himself, what could more people do? So I  in-

vite you to get involved - be an active member 

of the Post . We are THE AMERICAN LEGION 

BERT HODGE POST 45 , VETERANS HELPING 

VETERANS.  Be proud of your post and what 

we stand for in our community.  

Thank you and God Bless.   

Chaplain              Michael Murphey 

  

How fortunate we are that the Lord has giv-

en us each other! Our connection with the 

members of our Post 45 family members is 

so much more important than many of us 

know. 

I’ve recently started a new job working with 

both military and law enforcement veterans. 

Already, I have spent time talking with 2 

members of our small group who suffer 

from pretty severe PTSD. They have lived 

with this burden for years without the bene-

fit of the knowledgeable support we have 

within our legion family. 

PTSD is  a well known, understood and de-

feated part of many of our Post 45 mem-

bers’ history. I believe that the our great 

strength in defeating this condition is that 

for everyone who suffers there are several 

who have experienced and overcome the 

same thing. What once seemed so over-

whelming becomes a thing we can beat to-

gether. 

PTSD is just one example of the countless 

ways that we support, encourage, bless and 

strengthen each other. There’s just some-

thing special about veterans and their fami-

lies…people who understand the value of 

“us” and our ability to overcome adversity 

and enjoy life together. 

Having said all of that, I encourage your to 

be God’s hands and heart. Reach out to the 

veterans, family and neighbors in your life. 

Your touch strengthens them and blesses 

you in return. You might even be saving a 

life. May God bless each and every one 

of you! 

Chaplain Mike 

Thank you for your continuous support!Our 
breakfast schedule will be reduced to only two 
Saturdays in May due to other events taking 
place on May 7 and May 21. The two breakfast 
date will be May 14 and May 28. Please come 
visit us for good food and fellowship.  
 
For God and Country, we are your kitchen 
crew 

Kitchen Crew 
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Post 45 Activities in APRIL 2022 

Finishing a project at the post  
Finished project  

Doing a little cleaning  
Lester is still trying to figure out  

how to wear the hat ! 
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Post 45 Activities in the Community 

Working on Memorial Garden at Veterans Village... 

Someone needs a bath!  

MEMORIAL GARDEN IS ALMOST COMPLETED! 
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Assistant Chaplain Larry Blair 
presented a check for $5,120 

for Special Olympics. 

Great work Larry! 

The post donated 2 cases of 
peas to the Bread of Life Vege-

table of the Month Drive to 
help restock their pantry  
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From the Desk of Auxiliary President                       Pat Andries 

Our big event for April was the recognition of 12 past presidents at our Past Presidents Parley tea on March 

21st.  Certificate of Appreciation booklets where distributed and a special gift was presented to each of them. 

District 17 President Toni Ellsworth and Past District 17 President Sherry Wingard were also recognized. It 

was a fun, relaxing event and we wished we had more member participation.  

We will vote at the May meeting. We are still in need of a Secretary. Members have stepped up for the other 

offices but if there is an office you would like to run for please let me or Esme know so your name can be 

placed the ballot. We will also need chairmen for our various programs. If you want more information on 

any of them, please go to the ALAforveterans.org or ALAFL.org websites.  We also have Unit Guidebooks 

available at the Post if you let me know you want to see them.  Please consider a position. These are ways to 

support without having to be at the Post all the time – setting your schedule.  This is your Unit, and you are 

important in making it successful by supporting our members, veterans, and community! 

There is still time to get your membership dues paid if you haven’t already.  If you have renewed, thank you. 

Please become an active member of our Unit.  We need your support.  Not everything has to be done at the 

Post. We need to know your skills and what you would like to do so we can support you supporting our 

Auxiliary unit. You can make a difference! Contact me at PalatkaUnit45@gmail.com or call me at 719-433-

5366 or Esme Coward (im_esme@hotmail.com) or leave a message with Post Watch for either of us.  

See you at the Thursday, May 12th meeting. Meal will be served at 6 pm and meeting at 7 pm.  Hope to see 

you there! 

For God and Country, 

AUXILIARY NEWS 

CHAPLAIN                  Cathy Boyland 

BE OF GOOD CHEER! 

"I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."  Philippians 4:13 

In the middle of political turmoil, armed conflicts, a pandemic, terrorism, and various threats from around the world, 
let us remember that we can indeed do all things through Jesus Christ, who strengthens us. We can have His grace 
when we are a bounding and we have everything -- and we can also have His grace when we are suffering, hungry, 
and in need. 

Jesus promises all His followers in John 16:33,  

"these things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 

In the middle of trouble, we can be of good cheer because Jesus overcame the World by His victory on the cross. 
And because He has given His power to us, we can indeed say, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me." 

God bless you! 

Cathy Boyland, Chaplain 
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Things to ALWAYS remember: 

You are today where your 

thoughts have brought you; 

you will be tomorrow where 

your thoughts take you.  

AUXILIARY ACTIVITIES 

Pictures of recipients of Past Presidents “Certificate of Appreciation” 

booklets and gifts. Presented by President Pat Andries and 1
st
 Vice Esme 

Coward. Five honorees were unable to attend. 

Esme, Dorie Westbury for 

her mother Doris Maragate, 

Pat        
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CV-60 USS SARATOGA 
 
The sixth ship using the name Saratoga was built at the New York Naval Shipyard and 
commissioned on 14 April 1956. The ship’s name comes from the Revolutionary battle 
of Saratoga. Her first trip out took her to the Norwegian Sea to participate in NATO ex-
ercises. 
 
Her next voyage was the first of eight to the Mediterranean taken annually from 1959 
through 1967. In 1967, she was in the area when the Six Day War broke out. In 1968, 
the ship was sent to Philadelphia for a yearlong modernization and overhaul. By July 
1969, she was back in the Mediterranean. She continued visiting this area until her first 
deployment to the Pacific. 
 
In April 1972, Saratoga was sent to the Pacific to help with Vietnam War efforts. For 
the next several months, the ship’s aircrew flew hundreds of missions against the ene-
my. In that time, a few were lost. After her Vietnam visit, the ship went back to opera-
tions in the Mediterranean with the Sixth Fleet. 
 
Saratoga was one of two aircraft carriers to challenge Libya in 1986. The early 1990’s 
saw the ship actively engaged in Operation Desert Storm with over 10,000 active mis-
sions. She was decommissioned on Aug. 11, 1994. 

HISTORIAN’S CORNER 
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Submitted by Post Historian Curtis Bennett  

HISTORIAN’S CORNER 
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The first Saturday menu. 

From the Kitchen Crew 

Join us for 

breakfast.  
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Menu for the 2nd, 4th and 5th Saturdays. 


