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The 45 Informer 

Your Source for News and Information about Post 45 

July 2021    Volume 8 Issue 07 

The American Legion, Bert Hodge Post 45  316 Osceola St. Palatka, FL. 32177  (386) 328-6976 

Commanders Corner  Ken Moore  

July has been another successful month and now we get ready 

for August. We have a few things scheduled already August the 

7th Purple Heart recognition day , we will be having a                          

ceremony, August the 10th we will be holding our annual Bert 

Hodge memorial ceremony at his graveside , August the 12th 

we will be having officers  installations instead of a regular 

meeting all officers are required to attend. As you know things 

have away of  coming up and this is probably just a short list of 

things to come. I want to thank those who continue to give of 

their time to keep our post moving forward. There are great 

things happening at the post and more to come. We have had 

several visitors to our post who commented on how nice our 

post looks and how welcoming everyone makes them feel. 

Let’s continue to keep it looking that way and making all those 

who visit feel welcome. I want to thank everyone for the                    

opportunity to serve as post Commander for another year, I will 

do my best to continue to serve our post and community.                  

Thank you and God Bless   

Membership 

Thank to all of you Bert Hodge post 45 received                    

recognition for our membership from the Area                        

Commander, District Commander, Department                       

Commander and National Commander , I will strive to 

meet the same membership goals this year.  So if you 

haven’t renewed please do so let’s keep Bert Hodge post 

45 number 1 and take advantage of the EARLY BIRD 

SPECIAL AND SAVE $10.00 going on now until August 

the 20th. Let’s also welcome our new members and I want 

to invite you to become an active member of our                    

wonderful post. We are BERT HODGE post 45 100 years 

and still serving.   

The one thing that we can all be sure of is things change.                  

People come and go and all of us have experienced loss 

in one form or another. We don’t always understand how 

it happened or why, but we have accept the loss . We can 

not let one action define a person. We may ask ourselves 

what could I have done or did I miss something. This is 

normal when you lose a loved one. But take time to look 

back and remember the smiles the laughter and moments 

shared . Know that being a friend and letting them know 

you cared and being there when they asked is all you 

could do. Remember the person not the moment. Contin-

ue to care for your brothers and sisters and let them know 

you’re there for them because you never know when they 

may not be there.  God Bless   

Hey Gary, you do 

know that you are at 

the wrong                   

bathroom right? 

  

You don’t have to be 

crazy to be a member 

at Post 45…. 

 

But it helps….. 

Post Coming Events 

August the 7th , Purple Heart recognition ceremony.  

August the 10th Bert Hodge memorial ceremony,  

August the 12th officers installation ceremony dinner at 

6:00pm ceremony at 7:00pm  

Can you find me?? 

The  Legion emblem is hidden some were 

in this newsletter. Can you find it???

Actual size  

ATTENTION!  
 

The readjustment councilor will be at the post at 9am 

on the 4th Monday of each month. Meetings will be 

held in the unit Auxiliary room, so please plan around 

it and not disturb the session. 
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Post 45 Events for August 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  POST CLOSED 2  POST OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 

Auxiliary  Exec. 

Comm. Meeting 

10:00 am 

3  POST OPEN 4 POST OPEN 

 

How about               

having some 

friends meet you 

at the post for 

some coffee and 

a card game?? 

5  POST CLOSED 6 POST OPEN 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I want you! At 

the post for 

breakfast                   

tomorrow! 

7  POST OPEN 

Breakfast                        

8 to 11 am 
 

 

 

 

Purple Heart 

recognition                

ceremony  

8  POST CLOSED 9 POST OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 

Free coffee at the 

post whenever we 

are open. 

10 POST OPEN 

 

 Bert Hodge 

memorial              

ceremony  

11  POST OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legion  Exec. 

Comm. Meeting 

10:30 am 

12  POST CLOSED 

Legion & Aux 

Monthly                  

meeting 

7:00 pm 

Officers              

installation 

ceremony  

13 POST OPEN 

 

 

 

Load up the car 

and bring some 

friends the post 

for breakfast  

tomorrow.  

14  POST OPEN 

Breakfast                        

8 to 11 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Riders. Meeting 

10:00 am 

15  POST CLOSED 16  POST OPEN 17  POST OPEN 

 

Do you need a 

place to meet 

with your fellow 

veterans? Why 

not do it at the 

post?? 

18  POST OPEN 19  POST CLOSED 20  POST OPEN 21  POST OPEN 

 
No Breakfast 

22 POST CLOSED 23  POST OPEN 24  POST OPEN 25  POST OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles due 

in today by 

5:00 pm 

26 POST CLOSED 27  POST OPEN 28  POST OPEN 

Breakfast                        

8 to 11 am 

 

 

 

 

 

SAL Meeting 

10:00 am 

29 POST CLOSED 30 POST OPEN 

 

The                           

readjustment 

councilor will 

be at the post 

today at 9am  

31  POST OPEN  

to all our members and 

friends with August                

birthdays! 
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POST CONTACT INFORMATION 

Post Website:  post45palatka.com       Post Email: post45palatka@gmail.com                                                                  

Auxiliary Email:  unit45palaka@gmail.com              Newsletter Editor: newsletter.post45@gmail.com                                                          

AL Riders: riderschapter45@gmail.com    S.A.L.: squadron45hodge@gmail.com                                                                  

Facebook: @berthodgepost45 

Kitchen Schedule 

First Saturday 8 - 11 am. Full breakfast Menu                                                  

$5  Pancake and Sausage Menu                                                                                                  

Second, Forth and {Fifth} Saturdays 8 - 11 am.                                                                                                         

No breakfast on the Third Saturday  

Third Saturday Chicken dinner. 

Post Open Hours 

Post is Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10 am to 3 

First, Second, Fourth, (and Fifth) Saturdays for breakfast.                                                  

Closed Sunday and Thursday 

Vet Relief                                       

If you or another veteran you know needs financial assistance please let me know. All  information is                      

confidential. You must allow 7 to 10 days to process your request. Thank you   

Post Information 

Another successful chicken                

BBQ dinner. 

Presenting Jason Bateman                            

representative for Safetech with 

a certificate of appreciation for 

the A.E.D. 

Post being presented an A.E.D 

Post and unit 45 Auxiliary members           

receiving training on how to use the 

new A.E.D 

Presenting Kim Daley with a 

certificate of appreciation for 

supporting our post and                 

service to the community. 

post45palatka.webs.com
mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com
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Presenting the new 

residents of veterans 

village Fred Lewis 

and his wife with a 

gift card and                

welcoming them to 

the                      

neighborhood.   

Membership awards from the Area 

Commander, District Commander,               

Department of Florida Commander 

and the National Commander. 

Ken and Bo                

making another 

great lunch for the 

Bread of  Life 

kitchen. 

Chaplains Prayer   Michael Murphey   
 

Have you ever felt like you’ve been kicked to the curb? I think that we all have 

at one time or another. With the busy world distracting friends and family it’s 

easy for time to slip away, special dates missed without a card or call and for 

plans to be interrupted.  Sometimes it can all add up to the feeling that you’ve 

been forgotten, you’re no longer important…that what you’re going through 

doesn’t matter to anyone else.  Pretty gloomy depressing stuff! So, let’s shine 

the light of truth on the situation and brighten up our outlook on life a bit. 

Some things to consider: 

1. Sometimes we have expectations that others just can’t meet. Their lives really 

can be that busy and complex. We’ve all had times when things were so busy 

that it felt like we could never catch our breath…much less handle more. 

2. Just because they haven’t called doesn’t mean they don’t care. I have grand-

kids who love me fiercely…I know it for a fact. But, some rarely call…being all 

wrapped up in the drama and excitement of whatever they have going on. 

3. The phone works both ways. It only takes one side reaching out to maintain 

our connections. Don’t be shy or let your frustration with them for not calling 

get in the way. Reach out! Even a two minute call can brighten everyone’s day. 

4. People DO reach out to you from time to time. When they do, accept their 

offers to visit or help. Enjoy your current connections as well as the adventure 

in making new ones. 

5. With your Legion family, you can never correctly entertain the thought that 

nobody cares. I watch our leadership and members in action all the time. They 

DO care. They ARE willing. And they ARE sincere when they reach out to you. 

6. Most important of all…you truly do have a creator who is watching over you…even when things are rough. His 

Word makes it clear that He recognizes how hard life can be. He gave the earth to mankind to rule (Gen. 1:26) and 

mankind has made a real mess of it. So, yes, life has it’s tough times.  

However, His promise is that He will never leave you or forsake you. He is always right there with you, ready to listen 

and to comfort. He also gave you us, your Legion family, to be His heart and hands touching your life. Give us a 

chance to enjoy you! 

You’re never truly alone, and never will be. Don’t get down and fall for the lie that no one cares, or that what you’re 

dealing with is just too big. Get on the phone and call us, or get in the car and come see us. It’s amazing what we can 

accomplish together, and what sincere caring and encouragement can accomplish. 

Lastly, when you have a minute, reach out to someone you know and remind them that they matter and that you’re 

there for them.  God Bless every one of you. Michael Murphey  murphey88@gmail.com   904-907-5233 

 

mailto:murphey88@gmail.com
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Auxiliary Unit 45 Pat Andries 

    We had a successful July and participated in many events. 

The American Legion and Auxiliary Convention was held the 

1st -4th. President Pat Andries, Treasurer Terry Cromer and Dis-

trict Sgt at Arms Linda Sliter represented Unit 45. Terry donat-

ed a Prayer Quilt for the convention Silent Auction supporting 

the Honor Flight program.  This is also the program that our 

Unit 45 fund raiser is currently supporting.  If you haven’t 

picked up your tickets, please contact President Pat Andries for 

tickets and flyer information. 100% of the money raised goes to 

the First Coast Honor Flight which supports our northeast Flori-

da veterans with a flight to Washington DC to see the memori-

als and a welcome home reception when they return to the 

Jacksonville airport. Any questions please contact President Pat    

Andries. 

On July 14th, an AED was presented to our Post. After the train-

ing, attendees were given the opportunity to perform the proce-

dure on the dummies. Post and Auxiliary members participated.  

Veterans Village presented a new home to a veteran family on 

July 17th. Seven of our members attended the ceremony. This is 

the second home completed at Veterans Village.  We presented 

a laundry basket filled with cleaning supplies, towels, wash-

cloths and a prayer plant to Mrs. Lewis. She was very apprecia-

tive. Following the ceremony we returned to the Post for our 

monthly Dessert Sale during the Post BBQ chicken dinner carry

-out.  We had fun visiting with all the people that came into the 

Post and meeting new people. This was also a very good fund 

raiser.  Thank you to each one of you that supplied desserts. 

Also, a special thank you to those who gave their time setting 

up, selling and cleaning up.  There will NOT be a Dessert Sale 

in August. 

On August 10th at 10 am will be the Bert Hodge Memorial cer-

emony at his grave site. Please attend if you are able.  Contact 

the Post for more information.  It is a very moving ceremony 

remembering our Post’s namesake.  

August 12th District 17 officers will preside over the installation 

of our 2021-2022 Auxiliary and Post family officers.  There 

will be a  dinner at 6 pm and the installation will begin at 7 pm.  

Dress code for Auxiliary officers will be white shirts and dark 

slacks. The Auxiliary has been asked to supply side dishes.  1st 

Vice President Esme has emailed a sign-up sheet so all the food 

categories will be filled.  Please let her know what you can pro-

vide. Desserts will be provided but feel free to bring your fa-

vorite recipe. Come support our new officers. There will NOT 

be a business meeting. 

God bless each of you and our country. President Pat Andries 

New Auxiliary officers for 2021-2022 

President;  Pat Andries    719-433-5366                                                                

palatkaunit45@gmail.com 

1st Vice President;  Esme Coward  386-559-4564 (text)       

unit45fl@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President; Pat Hunt  904-501-7186                                                      

auxiliaryunit45@aol.com 

Secretary;  Sheryl Johnson 

Treasurer;  Terry Cromer 

Chaplain;  Cathy Boyland                                                                           

cathyboyland@gmail.com 

Sergeant at Arms;  Marion James 

Member at Large;  Carolyn Bennett 

Member at Large;  Dianne Perritt 

Member at Large;  Dianne Sanders 

Membership          Pat Hunt 

Spectacular September Unit 45 Membership Special!   

            Pay your 2022 membership dues between Sept 1st 

and Sept 30th and pay only $30 plus receive a bonus gift. 

NO online discounts. You may mail in your dues, mark 

the envelope “Attention Membership” or stop by the Post 

and give your $30 dues payment to Post Watch.  If you 

can come in for breakfast on a Saturday, give it to Pat 

Hunt, Membership chairman, or any Auxiliary officer.  

Auxiliary Coming Events 
 

Auxiliary Exec meeting will be Monday, August 9th at 10 

am. 

 

Installation of all American Legion officers will be Aug 

12th. Dinner at 6 pm and installation at 7 pm. 

 

August 7th is Purple Heart Day  

Purple Heart Day is             

August 7th and we honor 

our Legion  recipients. 

Stop by our                          

new ground mural and                     

take your picture! 

mailto:auxiliaryunit45@aol.com
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Veterans Village presented a new home to a veteran family on July 17th. 

Seven of our members attended the ceremony. This is the second home 

completed at Veterans Village.  Pictured to the right are President Pat               

Andries, 1st Vice Esme Coward and 2nd Vice Pat Hunt with the laundry 

basket filled with cleaning  supplies, towels, washcloths and a  Peace Lily 

that we presented to Mrs. Lewis. She was very appreciative.  

Please keep Marge Cox in your hearts and 

prayers after the loss of her husband, Charlie  

People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, 

but people will never forget how you made them feel. 

 

Each of us needs to focus on the present where we can influence our 

future rather than on the past where we can influence nothing. 

American Legion Auxiliary Bert Hodge Unit 45 Drawing 

This handcrafted veteran silhouette is made from 3/4” pressure treated 

plywood which is painted and sealed on all sides.  It is    reversible with a 

white or a black cross. It stands 36” tall and is 55” wide.  Tickets are $5 

each and are available from Unit 45 Auxiliary members.  View it at the 

Post.  The drawing will be November 11, 2021, at the American Legion 

Post in Palatka.   All proceeds will support veterans thru 

           First Coast Honor Flight ** 

Thank you for supporting our veterans! 

 ** Since 2005, the Honor Flight Network has taken more than 240,000 veterans to visit memorials in Washington D.C. 

dedicated to honoring the sacrif ices of those who served. For more information, visit  honorflight.org .  

Veterans who have questions about traveling with First Coast Honor Flight and live in Baker, Bradford, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, Putnam, St. 

Johns, or Union Counties may contact us by emailing info@firstcoasthonorflight.org or leaving a message at 1-888-400-1185.   

More From Our Auxiliary 

http://honorflight.org/
mailto:info@firstcoasthonorflight.org
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From the Auxiliary Chaplain    Cathy Boyland 
Faith doesn't always take you out of the problem; Faith takes you through the problem. Faith doesn't always take 

away the pain; Faith gives you the ability to handle the pain. Faith doesn't always take you out of the storm; Faith 

calms you in the midst of the storm.   

 

 We usually think of "sharing our faith" with those who don't know Christ, but our confidence in God can also en-

courage weak or wayward believers. Likewise, those strong in faith can strengthen us when we are struggling with 

doubt. The church is described as a body whose parts are all interconnected. God never intended that we be anony-

mous, living in our own personal faith. Guard against living an isolated Christian life. Share your confidence in God's 

faithfulness. Your testimony could help others faith to grow. God is always with you no matter where you are. Every 

day of a believer's life is lived in the presence of Christ through His Holy Spirit. He comforts during hardship, encour-

ages amidst difficulty, and strengthens in times of weakness. The benefits of a relationship with God are not post-

poned until heaven; we walk with Him now and always. 

 

"Lord, help me share with others what You have blessed me with. Help me spread Joy instead of Sorrow. Thank You 

for the joy You have provided; it will strengthen me for the days ahead. I pray others will see Your joy in my life and 

desire it for themselves.  AMEN." 

Squadron Notes       Paul Flint 

It renewal tine again.  Please get you renewals in as soon as possible. And as an bonus, if you renew, and get a friend 

to join our squadron before August 14th, you will get $10 off  of your renewal. Remember the new dues amount is 

$25. We are working on holding a drawing to raise funds for us. If you have any ideas, please send them to me at the 

squadron email, squadron45hodge@gmail.com.  
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The first Saturday menu. 

Menu for the 2nd, 4th 

and 5th Saturdays. 

From the Kitchen Crew 

Thank you for your continuous support 

of our delicious breakfast. First Saturday 

is our full breakfast second and fourth is 

our pancake and sausage breakfast. With 

our officers installation and dinner Au-

gust 12 we will not have our quarter 

chicken dinner on the third Saturday as 

usual. But we will be back in September. 

Come enjoy good food and friendship at 

Bert Hodge Post 45.                                       

Thank you from the kitchen crew  


