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The 45 Informer 

Your Source for News and Information about Post 45 

 October 2021           Volume 8    Issue 10 

The American Legion, Bert Hodge Post 45  316 Osceola St. Palatka, FL. 32177  (386) 328-6976 

Commanders Corner  Ken Moore  

Welcome fall and a new month. We are continu-

ing to move forward . We have approached the 

time of year when holidays are coming up on us , 

Halloween, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. We will be busy I want to invite every-

one to get involved. We are also taking brick or-

ders just see 3rd vice Kevin Tracey for details. 

Please check on our brothers , if you don’t see 

them call them or reach out to our post chaplain 

Mike Murphy or asst chaplain Larry Blair or me , 

it is important that we keep in touch during these 

times. These last 2 years have been hard on our 

post family and we need to continue to support 

each other and watch over one another.  We don’t 

know what lies ahead and what trials await us 

in the future but we will face them together and 

continue moving forward. Each of you and your 

families are in my prayers daily.                          

For God and Country  

ATTENTION!  
 

The readjustment councilor will be at the post at 9am 

on the 4th Monday of each month. Meetings will be 

held in the unit Auxiliary room, so please plan around 

it and not disturb the session. 

Can you find me?? 

The  Legion emblem is hidden some 

where in this newsletter. Can you find 

it???   Actual size  

We have surpassed the membership goal set by department of 

Florida and are almost 60%. The membership drive was a                

success and I want to welcome our new members Alvin Jones 

USN and his wife Theresa Jones U.S.A. . They are also               

members of our Legion riders. I want to invite them as well as 

everyone to get involved and be a part of whats going on. If 

you haven’t renewed your membership for 2022 please do so 

and let’s take the number one spot in our district this year.   

Post 45 Legion Officers 2020-2021  Contact Information 

Commander Ken Moore 386-916-7601 kenandjojo77@gmail.com 

1st Vice Commander Lester Sheppard 386-972-2153 lestersheppard@hotmail.com 

2nd Vice Commander Gary Coward 386-559-4923 payesme@gmail.com 

Adjutant Bo Meadows 904-699-2457 efmeadows47@gmail.com 

Finance Officer Diane Perritt 386-546-1659 dibears57@gmail.com 

Chaplain Mike Murphey 904-907-5233 murphey88@gmail.com 

Assis. Chaplin Larry Blair 386-983-2726   

Judge Advocate Ted Rodda 386-972-8119  

Sergeant @ Arms Greg Andries 719-310-7519  

Service Officer Keith Brandon   

Historian / Bugler Curtis Bennett 386-972-3300 Csbennett55@outlook.com 

Member @ Large Paul Hall   

Member @ Large Kevin Tracey 386-336-2547  ketracey@bellsouth.net 
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Post 45 Events for October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

We are having a rib sale at Hitchcock’s in East Palatka 

and will not do the quarter chicken dinners. So cross 

the bridge and get yourself some delicious ribs for only 

$20 a slab.  

1  POST OPEN 2  POST OPEN 

Breakfast                        

8 to 11 am 
 

3 POST CLOSED 4  POST OPEN 

 

 

 
 

Auxiliary  Exec. 

Comm. Meeting 

10:00 am 

5  POST OPEN 6  POST OPEN 7 POST CLOSED 8  POST OPEN 9  POST OPEN 

Breakfast                        

8 to 11 am 

 

 
 

Riders. Meeting 

10:00 am 

10POST CLOSED 11  POST OPEN 12  POST OPEN 13  POST OPEN 

 

 

 

 

Legion  Exec. 

Comm. Meeting 

10:00 am 

14POST CLOSED 

 

 

 

Legion & Aux 

Monthly                  

meeting 

7:00 pm 

15  POST OPEN 16  POST OPEN 

No Breakfast 

 

BBQ Rib Sale at 

Hitchcock's  in 

East Palatka 

17POST CLOSED 18  POST OPEN 19  POST OPEN 20  POST OPEN 21POST CLOSED 22  POST OPEN 23  POST OPEN 

Breakfast                        

8 to 11 am 

 

 

 

 

SAL Meeting  

24POST CLOSED 25  POST OPEN 

 

The                           

readjustment 

councilor will 

be at the post 

today at 9am  

26  POST OPEN 27  POST OPEN 

 

 

 

 

Articles are due 

today. 

28POST CLOSED 29  POST OPEN 30  POST OPEN 

Breakfast                        

8 to 11 am 

31POST CLOSED  
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POST CONTACT INFORMATION 

Post Website:  post45palatka.com       Post Email: 

post45palatka@gmail.com                                                                  

Auxiliary Email:  unit45palaka@gmail.com              

Newsletter Editor: newsletter.post45@gmail.com                                                          

AL Riders: riderschapter45@gmail.com                           

S.A.L.: squadron45hodge@gmail.com                                                                  

Facebook: @berthodgepost45 

Kitchen Schedule 

First Saturday 8 - 11 am. Full breakfast Menu                                                  

$5  Pancake and Sausage Menu                                                                                                 

Second, Forth and {Fifth} Saturdays 8 - 11 am.                                                                                  

No breakfast on the Third Saturday  

Third Saturday Chicken dinner. 

Post Open Hours 

Post is Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10 am to 3 

First, Second, Fourth, (and Fifth) Saturdays for breakfast.                                                   

Closed Sunday and Thursday 

Vet Relief                                       

If you or another veteran you know needs finan-

cial assistance please let me know. All  information is                      

confidential. You must allow 7 to 10 days to process 

your request. Thank you   

Post Information 

Chaplains Prayer Michael Murphey   
 

What a time we live in! None of us would have ever expected to see the things we are seeing in the world today.        

Isolation due to Covid, threats of war, volcanoes, earthquakes, people doing crazy things, politics gone over the 

cliff…so much negative news we are bombarded with. 

Add all of that to the normal issues of our daily lives and it can all leave us feeling overwhelmed, alone and fearful of 

what’s ahead of us. We can become so focused on the negatives that we forget all of our positives. 

The first thing to remember is that our God is ALWAYS with us. Not just in some general “out there somewhere” 

way. His is right here beside us every minute of every day and night. He knows your every breath, every thought, eve-

ry concern, every need…ALL of it. His Word says that He pays such close attention to you that He knows the number 

of hairs on your head! 

Lean on Him. TALK to Him (His Word talks about how He “delights” in us). Read His Word. Stay close to Him and 

keep that relationship strong. 

He has also blessed us with others who care for us…family, friends, neighbors, caretakers and our Post 45 Legion 

family. We need to keep those connections and support strong, both in receiving and giving support to others. Visit, 

call, touch base. Don’t wait for a call. Reach out yourself to those you know and care about. An upbeat supportive call 

from someone who cares ALWAYS improves my outlook on life, and I know it’s the same for you. 

The Post chaplains are working on contacting each and every member by phone…YOU MATTER to us. Our Post 

family is BIG! And WE NEED HELP making connections with everyone. If you can volunteer just a little time each 

month to pick up the phone and connect with a few of our members, I’d love to have you join our Post 45 Communi-

cations Corp. You can make a difference! 

Connect with me at 904-907-5233 or “murphey88@gmail.com” to join this effort, or just to visit. 

God Bless every one of you. Have an awesome October. 

Squadron Notes Paul Flint 

Well things are going a little slow but steady. We are still 

looking for renewals and new members. We also have a 

big camping and fishing package drawing going on. We 

have flyers and tickets at the post for people to help sell. 

The flyer is in this newsletter. The tickets are $5.00 each 

and the drawing will be at the post on Veterans Day at 

3:00 pm. So please come and be a part of it all. We will 

also have a vehicle in the Veterans Day parade. All SAL 

members are invited to be a part of it. Hope to see you 

there.  

post45palatka.webs.com
mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com
mailto:murphey88@gmail.com
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Saying Goodbye top our brother, Charlie Cox 

The 9/11 Ceremony at the Government Complex 

Brother Dave Freeman 
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From the Riders, 9/11 ride 
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Auxiliary Unit 45 

Membership Chairman                                     Pat Hunt 

Hello to all our Auxiliary members. Thank you to all the members that 

took advantage of September special $5 discount along with free break-

fast any Saturday in October. (No breakfast served on the 3rd Saturday.)  

Auxiliary members - remember Dec. 31st is your last day to pay 2022 

dues. Pay early before you get lost in the holiday shopping. Thanks  

Auxiliary  Coming  Events  

Oct 14 – Potluck dinner at 6 pm and Monthly Meeting at 7 pm. 

October 16—Post Rib Carryout Dinner at Hitchcock's from 11-4. Aux-

iliary will have our Dessert Sales table and Membership table. Please 

contact Pat Andries or Esme Coward with the kind of dessert you will 

provide and help to support.  

Oct ??(date/place not set)  - Trunk or Treat.  Non-Halloween candy, 

bag stuffers and distributors needed. Watch for emails from Auxiliary. 

Nov 11th—Veterans Day ceremony. (At this time the parade is not 

confirmed. If no parade, we will have an event at the Post.) 

Nov 20th - Post 45 family Thanksgiving dinner at the Post. 

Due to the unexpected death of Sheryl Johnson we are looking for a 

new Secretary.  If any of you are interested, please contact me.  We have 

some projects that we would like to do so we will need everyone's help.  

I believe that if we all work together we can accomplish a lot. 

Thank you for your support.  President Pat Andries 

Auxiliary officers for 2021-2022  

President;  Pat  Andries    719-433-5366    palatkaunit45@gmail.com                                                          

1st Vice President;  Esme  Coward   386-559-4564 (text)   

unit45fl@gmail.com  

2nd Vice President; Pat  Hunt   904-501-7186    auxilia-

ryunit45@aol.com                                                  

Secretary;  Vacant (Please consider filling this position!) 

Treasurer;  Terry  Cromer  

Chaplain; Cathy  Boyland   cathyboyland@gmail.com  

Auxiliary Monthly meeting 

   Our meeting is Thursday, Oct 14th at 7 pm. Please come and share a 

potluck dinner at 6 pm. Remember to look at the calendar for the vari-

ous events and meals the Post hosts.             

   The holidays are coming and we could use your ideas and support 

during this busy time.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, please 

contact Pat Andries, Esme Coward, or Pat Hunt with your ideas or 

times you are able to volunteer. We need your participation with our 

Auxiliary to support our community and veterans.      Thank you for all 

of the support you give the Legion,  Auxiliary and our troops! 

Dare to Commit! 

D=Dedicate yourself –Can you dare to commit 

A– Action or Advocate—For Veterans 

R= Renew Your Passion—For our programs 

E=Encourage others– Can you be a Mentor 

 

To ‘Commit” is something we do everyday without thinking about it 

because we care and believe in what the Auxiliary stands for. Let’s step 

back and remember why you became a member; to serve our veterans 

and commit to our programs.  We will continue to grow the Auxiliary 

and becoming stronger, we will move confidently into the next century. 

We must keep our eyes toward the sky, looking for the morning sunrise 

every day  Because with each sunrise, it is a new beginning and we can 

make a difference one life at a time.  

             Wanda Brandt, Department President 2021-2022 

A leader can't lead from a foundation solely based on their personal 

preferences... When they do that, they focus too much on one side of 

the story and they never experience the beauty of diversity. As a Unit 

we are more like a choir made up of multiple parts and voices than a 

solo act focused on self promotion. Surround yourself with people who 

are fueled by the multiplicity of voices. We will all make a better Unit 

for it!  

   “It is the soldier , not the repor ter , who has given us freedom 
of the press. It is the soldier, not the poet, who has given us free-
dom of speech. It is the soldier, not the campus organizer, who has 
given us the freedom to demonstrate. It is the soldier, who salutes 
the flag, who serves beneath the flag, and whose coffin is draped 
by the flag, who allows the protester to burn the flag.”   

   “It is the soldier , not the repor ter , who has given us freedom 
of the press. It is the soldier, not the poet, who has given us free-
dom of speech. It is the soldier, not the campus organizer, who has 
given us the freedom to demonstrate. It is the soldier, who salutes 
the flag, who serves beneath the flag, and whose coffin is draped 
by the flag, who allows the protester to burn the flag.”   

                                  Father Dennis Edward O’Brien, USMC 
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Praying Soldier  

 It can be viewed at the Post.   

Tickets are $5 each and are available from  

Unit 45 Auxiliary members and Post Watch   

The drawing will be at the Post on Nov 11, 2021. 

***All proceeds will support the veterans 

School of Instruction 

    Five Unit 45 members attended the District 17 School of Instruction in 

Holly Hill. Pictured below are President Pat Andries, District 17 Sgt at Arms 

Linda Sliter, 1st Vice Esme Coward, Treasurer Terry Cromer and Sgt  at 

Arms Marion James. They received information on the many programs 

available to support our veterans, children, and communities. If you are in-

terested and would like to support any of them, please go to ALAFL.org/

Programs. We would like you to become involved any way you are comfort-

able. Terry also attended the September District 17 meeting.  

Chaplain                        Cathy Boyland             

As we move from day-to-day struggling with the cares of our lives, it is hard to imagine that many people struggle even more than we 

do. People in some other countries deal with war, famine, death, etc. But as Christians, we all have the same hope: Christ. He opened 

the doors of Heaven for all who would accept him.       Cynthia Louise Ratliff 

 Mother Teresa wrote: 

"People are often unreasonable and self-centered. Forgive them anyway. 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives. Be kind anyway. 

If you are honest, people may cheat you. Be honest anyway. 

If you find happiness, people may be jealous. Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway. 

Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough. Give your best anyway. For you see, in the end, it is between you and 

God. It was never between you and them anyway." 

 

 

We will never 

forget who 

keeps the peace.               

  To all of  our 

veterans and 

service                      

members -       

 Thank You. 
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The first Saturday menu. 

From the Kitchen Crew 
Hello from the kitchen crew we continue to serve A delicious breakfast on Sat-

urday. As always the first Saturday a full breakfast menu The second fourth and 

fifth Saturday a light and fluffy delicious pancakes served with sausage. On the 

third Saturday we serve our quarter chicken dinner with coleslaw and baked 

beans and a roll this month we are having a rib sale at Hitchcock’s in East 

Palatka and will not do the quarter chicken dinners. So cross the bridge and get 

yourself some delicious ribs for only $20 a slab. Mark your calendar get your 

stretchy pants out Thanksgiving dinner will be on November 20th at the post 

more details to follow in the November newsletter. As always for God and 

country the kitchen crew  

Join us for 

breakfast.  
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Menu for the 2nd, 4th and 5th Saturdays. 


