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Auxiliary President's Comments by President Linda Sliter 

              I want to thank everyone who attended and contributed to the Thanksgiving Dinner. It was wonderful.  

  This month I am putting out some information you might be interested in. The first is the Veterans luncheon the district 
does for the Veterans from the PRCC Center. The luncheon will be held in New Smyrna Beach for gift giving and wrap-
ping. The Veterans project this year is the Jewish Federation. Will send email for all that are interested.   
   January the 11th is the ABC School of Instruction and all are urged to attend. We will carpool. More information to 
follow.  
  Next is some information I got when I went to the Fall Conference. If you are interested in free or discounted tickets or 
vacations. Vet Tix.com, Military.com, Veterans Holiday and Govx.com. Hope this is a help to all. 
  Remember we have a Christmas Dinner coming up and I want to Wish Everyone a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

   I want to start by thanking everyone for all the hard work put in to make November a successful month, and it was a 

busy month.  But nothing could have been done without everyone working together. Let’s keep moving forward together 
and sharing the load.  
   I am very happy and thankful to see our Legion Auxiliary becoming stronger and moving forward, our Legion riders 

growing and becoming more active in the community and the Sons of the American Legion constantly busy with ramp 
and other building projects. We, as a family, are making a difference in The American Legion and community. We have 
become the post that leads instead of following. We have had several firsts happen at our post before any others in the 

district. Let’s continue to move forward and keep being “The American Legion post that leads the way”.   
   I also want to welcome 2 new officers. Kevin Tracy who is the new member-at-large and Rick Hadden who is the new 
Sargent-at-Arms.  Thank you for stepping up.  Thank you to my Legion family and God Bless.  

  Chaplain                              Michael Murphey 

    There are SO MANY blessings in every holiday season! So many things we can be thankful for, enjoy and remember 
from times past. I know that we are often told of the problems the holidays bring for individuals, and those are definite-
ly valid concerns and people we need to support. But I firmly believe that every one of us can find a smile during the 
holidays. 
   The Post 45 2019 Thanksgiving banquet brought smiles to everyone present. It was an absolute treat to just watch our 
friends and family sharing that great meal together. So many contributed to make our wonderful evening possible. 
Those who cleaned the post and set up tables and chairs the day before, the ladies who dressed and decorated the tables 
and everyone one spent time making food, shopping for treats, did clean-up…everyone of them are just awesome peo-
ple and I was truly blessed to just watch and soak it up. 
   Our Post 45 Legion, Auxiliary, Sons and Riders are populated with some truly great people. People who are dedicated 
to making a difference in our community and the lives of our fellow veterans and veterans families. Each and every 
member is both blessed to be a part of our group and is a blessing in return to others. We need to share this great treas-
ure with others! There are many in our community who would really benefit by becoming a member of one of our 
groups. Each one of us needs to be involved in reaching out and letting others know about our Post and the opportuni-
ties, fellowship and impact on our community that their membership can have. 
   Wear your hats, shirts and pins proudly and often. Start up conversations with those who comment. Encourage them 
to stop by the Post for a visit. Tell them what we’ve been doing…there’s plenty of material to share between these 
newsletters, our town’s newspapers and events you’ve been part of yourselves. 
   Talk with those young veterans and active duty personnel. Share with the spouses of those deployed. Don’t let them 
miss out on the support and fellowship that the Post 45 team can give them. 
   In closing, I want to thank you all for being such an inspiration to me. My prayer is that you will be blessed, safe and 
truly happy this holiday season. 



Calendar of events for December 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 Post open  2 Post open  3  Post open  4 Post open  5 Post open         

Azalea Cruises 

6-7 

6  Post open 

Lunch 11-1 

 

Yard Sale 8–2 

7 Breakfast  -

Legion serving 
 

Yard Sale  8—2  
 

 

8 Post  closed 

   

 

 

49 Post open 

       

Lunch 11-1 

     

  

10 Post open  

 

 

Azalea    

Cruisers  

meeting  

6-9  

11 Post open  

 

     

Legion  

Exec mtg  

10:30 

12 Post open  

 

Legion  and 

Auxiliary 

Pot luck  din-

ner at 6 pm 

and  

meeting at  

7 pm 

13 Post open  

 

Lunch 11-1 

 

 

 

14 Breakfast  -

Legion serving 

 

SAL meeting at 

10 :00 

Riders meeting 

at 10 :00 

ALR Charity 

Ride 

15 Post  

closed 

  

 

   

16 Post open  

 

Lunch 11-1 

 

 

17  Post open  

 

 

18  Post open  

 

 

Sgt-at- arms 

class at 10:30 

Everyone  

invited 

 

19 Post open  

 

  

20 Post open  

 

Post Clean-up   

10 am 

 

Lunch 11-1 

 

21  Breakfast –

Riders serving 
 

 

Our Family 

Christmas at 4 

pm 

22 Post 

closed 

 

 

23 Post open  

     

 Lunch  11-1 

 

 

24 Post closed  

 

 Newsletter  

Articles Due  

 

 

25 Post closed 

 
 

 

Christmas Day       

26 Post closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27  Post open  

Lunch 11-1 

 

Bike Night Cook

-out at Twisted    

Throttle 

 5 –8pm 

28  Breakfast  -

SAL serving 

 

Newsletter  

Articles folding 

at 10 

29 Post 
closed  

30 Post open 

 

Lunch 11-1  

 

 

 

31 Post  closed 

 

 New Years 

Eve 

 

  

 

Christmas is a time for gifts.   

But, really, Christmas itself is the gift, the never-failing reminder that, 

no matter what, God is with us every step of our journey. 

 

Celebrate His wonderous, abiding presence. 

1) Breakfast served Saturdays  8 am -11 am                                                 2) Lunch served Mondays  and Friday 11 am –2 pm          

3) Post open 10 am—3 pm week days                           2nd Thursday—Legion & Auxiliary potluck @6 pm & meeting @7 pm                     

2nd Saturday—Sons of American Legion  and Riders  10 am Joint meeting                 

Following meals open to the public—  3rd Saturday  - Post Dinners Jan—Oct  5—7 pm                                    

4th Friday—Bike Night Cookout  907 Kirby St- 5-8 pm,  and  Post Spaghetti Dinner at post 5:30 –7 pm  

   Post Renters Information: This is a courtesy to those who rent our post home.  Hall rental disclaimer – Groups that meet here 

are in no way endorsed, supported or sponsored by Bert Hodge Post 45.  These groups all pay a rental fee for the use of our post to 

host their meetings.  Any member that attends the meetings are there of their own accord and are not representing the American  

Legion or Post 45.  We list their meeting times in our calendar as a courtesy to them.  Post 45 has and will always abide by the Con-

stitution and By-Laws set in place by the American Legion and Post 45. 

    The post is available for group meetings, private functions and more.   Visit our web page, post45palatka.webs.com.  



Post address and contact information 

         316 Osceola Street, Palatka, FL. 32177                                                

Phone Number: 386-328-6976 

Post Website: post45palatka.@webs.com                                    

Post Email: post45palatka@gmail.com                 

Auxiliary Email: unit45palatka@gmail.com 

 Newsletter Editor: newsletter.post45@gmail.com 

AL Riders: riderschapter45@gmail.com 

Post Officers 2019-2020 
Commander    Ken Moore   386-916-7601 
1st Vice      Lester Sheppard  386-325-4886 

2nd Vice    Chuck Gauthier                386-336-1083  

Adjutant       Ted Rodda   386-972-8119 

Finance Officer    Diane  Perritt   386-546-1659 

Chaplain    Mike Murphey                 904-907-5233 

Judge Advocate    Stan Owens   386-530-1455 

Sargent-At-Arms    Charles Burkley  601-955-2324 

Asst Sgt-at Arms    Corky Becker   386-328-6020 

Member at Large    Walt Hunt   904-315-3714 

Member at Large    Bob Sanders   937-403-4914 

Service Officer    Vacant    ????? 

Asst Service Off.    Allen BQ Buquo  386-684-1287 

Historian/Bugler    Curtis Bennett   386-972-3300 

Honor Guard Capt. Stan Owens    386-530-1455 

Membership    Teresa Schoolcraft  386-517-3764 

Auxiliary Officers 2019-2020 

President     Linda Sliter                    386-326-9431 

1st Vice       Teresa Schoolcraft 386-517-3764    

Secretary      Pat Hunt  904-501-7186  

Treasurer     Pat Hunt  904-501-7186  

Chaplain     Cathy Boyland  828-361-8403 

Sgt-at Arms     Marilynn Gauthier  386-546-7694 

Historian     Vacant   

Membership     Teresa Schoolcraft 386-517-3764    

Member at Large     Roberta Parling ????? 

Member at Large     Pat Andries  719-433-5366  

Member at Large     Virginia Wygonik 386-328-4604 

SAL Officers 2019-2020 

Commander     Chuck Gauthier  386-336-1083  

1st Vice     Vacant   ????? 

2nd Vice    Vacant    ????? 

Judge Advocate    Stan Owens  386-530-1455 

Finance      Ron Kelly  386-559-9160 

Historian    James Hazel      ????? 

Sgt-at-Arms    Luke Owens   904-517-9699 

AL Riders Officers 2019-2020 

Director     Ron Kelly  386-559-9160 

Assist. Director   Charles Burkley               601-955-2324 

1st Vice    Wayne Moon  ?????  

Secretary    Teresa Schoolcraft 386-517-3764 

Treasurer   Greg Andries  719-310-7519 

Road Captain   Chuck Gauthier                386-336-1083 

Safety Officer   Harvey Konsella 386-326-0943 

Chaplain   Chuck Gauthier                386-336-1083 

Sargent-at-Arms   Vacant   ????? 

Membership   Vacant                 ????? 

Quarter Master   Vacant   ????? 

Historian   Vacant   ????? 

 

District 17 Officers for 2019-2020 

Legion- 

Commander -     Hank Mangels 

Vice Commander  -  Jim Bowers 

Vice Commander  -   Colleen Smith 

Adjutant -  Bruce Howe 
Judge Advocate - Rev. Willie Branch 

Auxiliary - 

President—Toni Ellsworth  tonig.ellsworth@yahoo.com 

The American Legion Centennial Post 45 

                

SKS Rifle with Retractable Bayonet, Magazine and Case 

Drawing was held following the Veterans Day Parade on Nov 11 

and the winner was  

  Wayne Lassiter! 
Thank you to all that purchased tickets to help us             

support our veterans and community. 

Veteran Relief                                               Ken Moore 

    Please, if you or a veteran you know of is in need of financial 
help let me know.  All information is kept confidential. It takes 
7 to 10 days to get the request approved. Thank you.                                        

I want to thank everyone for all the hard work that went in to 

making this years Veterans Day parade a great success. Thank 

you to Rick Hadden, Bruce Howe and Ted Rodda for working 

hard in staging the parade. But there was so much more with eve-

ry family being represented and putting in long hours to make it 

the best Veterans Day parade yet. I have constantly received 

praises about the parade and how much they enjoyed it. I also 

want to thank the Kiwanis Club for providing the hot dogs and 

hamburgers for lunch afterwards and for the Legion Auxiliary for 

providing side dishes.  

    Ken Moore  

Buddy Checks—Are you visiting or calling? 
   American Legion posts again stepped up. Members took to the 
streets to connect with post members who haven’t been active in 
recent years.  That’s what (non-commissioned officers) do in the 
service. You’re supposed to check up on your troops. We’re 
charged … with the health and welfare of our troops. What we 
like to do is check up on our members and make sure they’re 
OK. We also check in on their families as well. It goes back to 
helping out with the community.” 

post45palatka.webs.com
mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/veteransday/247626/just-right-thing-do
https://www.legion.org/veteransday/247626/just-right-thing-do


                             American Legion Riders 

                 Ron  Kelly 

     

    We want to Thank our Riders for the successful ride for Soldiers 
Freedom Outdoors.  You all did a fantastic job. Next year will be 
better and the following year better yet.  Do not forget our Decem-
ber meeting which will be on Saturday December 14th at 10:00 
am.  Come on out to help us plan for 2020.  Also, weather permit-
ting we will take a ride after the meeting.  Don’t forget the 14th is 
also the day of the Christmas dinner.  We will be back in time for 
our Christmas dinner at 5 pm.  

  
 
 
Hello all Sons of the Legion. 

   No we are not in first place for renewals this year and so I am 
asking all SAL members to renew now. It is only $15.00. We have 
done some great work this year. We should thank Lester Sheppard 
and Chipper for all their hard work this year. Neither one is a SAL 
member. 
    We worked in Satsuma on some skirting for a mobile home. The 
installation was Nov 26th.  
    Then on Dec 12th &13th we will be at Camp Freedom to build a 
dock for them. This is a 300 acre ranch for veterans and has horses, 
boats, fishing, hunting etc.—all that can come out will enjoy this 
place.  Call for directions or more information. 
    Then we have a ramp coming up in January or the first part of 
February. This one is in Hawthorne.  
    Please take note that we would really enjoy seeing you for break-
fast on Saturdays. 
    I pray you all have a great Thanksgiving and are safe. Until our 
meeting on December 14 at 10:00 am., Gods speed and blessings to 
your family.  
 

 SAL Squadron  Interim Commander 
Chuck Gauthier     

Lester, Howard, Chipper and Ken getting ready to install a new 
ramp for Mr. Sherwood, a veteran who was in need. He was very 
surprised and happy with the results. 

Your Parachute …     

Article contributed by Chaplain Cathy Boyland 

    Charles Plumb was a US Navy jet pilot in Vietnam.  After 

75 combat missions, his plane was destroyed by a surface-to-

air missile. Plumb ejected and parachuted into enemy hands. 

He was captured and spent 6 years in a communist Vietnam-

ese prison. He survived the ordeal and now lectures on les-

sons learned from that experience! 

    One day, when Plumb and his wife were sitting in a restau-

rant, a man at another table came up and said, "You're 

Plumb! You flew jet fighters in Vietnam from the aircraft 

carrier Kitty Hawk . You were shot down!" 

   "How in the world did you know that?" asked Plumb. 

    "I packed your parachute," the man replied. Plumb gasped 

in surprise and gratitude. The man pumped his hand and said, 

"I guess it worked!" Plumb assured him, "It sure did. If your 

chute hadn't worked, I wouldn't be here today." 

    Plumb couldn't sleep that night, thinking about that man. 

Plumb says, "I kept wondering what he had looked like in a 

Navy uniform: a white hat; a bib in the back; and bell-bottom 

trousers. I wonder how many times I might have seen him 

and not even said 'Good morning, how are you?' or anything 

because, you see, I was a fighter pilot and he was just a sail-

or." Plumb thought of the many hours the sailor had spent at 

a long wooden table in the bowels of the ship, carefully 

weaving the shrouds and folding the silks of each chute, 

holding in his hands each time the fate of someone he didn't 

know. 

  Now, Plumb asks his audience, "Who's packing your para-

chute?" Everyone has someone who provides what they need 

to make it through the day. He also points out that he needed 

many kinds of parachutes when his plane was shot down 

over enemy territory -- he needed his physical parachute, his 

mental parachute, his emotional parachute, and his spiritual 

parachute. He called on all these supports before reaching 

safety. 

    Sometimes in the daily challenges that life gives us, we 

miss what is really important. We may fail to say hello, 

please, or thank you, congratulate someone on something 

wonderful that has happened to them, give a compliment, or 

just do something nice for no reason. As you go through this 

week, this month, this year, recognize people who pack your 

parachutes. 

   When you are very busy, but still want to keep in touch, 

guess what you do -- you forward jokes. This is to let you 

know that you are still remembered, you are still important, 

you are still loved, you are still cared for. 

   So my friend, next time when you get a joke, don't think 

that you've been sent just another forwarded joke, but that 

you've been thought of today and your friend on the other 

end of your computer wanted to send you a smile, just help-

ing you pack your parachute...... 

   I want to thank everyone who has ever packed my para-

chute! Without each and everyone of you I wouldn't be the 

person I am today! Thank You! 



Lunch Menu 

Sandwiches come with a Pickle Spear and Chips 

Hamburger                       $5.00 

1/4 lb. Beef Hot Dog                       $4.00 

Bacon, Lettuce, & Tomato                                $5.00  

BBQ Pork  on a bun                                         $5.00   

Philly Cheese Steak                                                    $6.00            

Beef, Provolone, Green Peppers, Onions and  Mushrooms                  

Rueben                 $6.00 

Sauerkraut, Onions, Thousand Island Dressing on Rye  

Sandwich Toppings $.50 each 

Cheese - Yellow or Swiss,  Mushrooms,  Bacon,  

Grilled Onions,  Sauerkraut,  Green Peppers,  Jalapenos 

House Salad  Lettuce, Tomatoes, Carrots & Sliced Onion       $3.00 

Drinks $1.00 each 

Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Coke, Diet Coke, Dr. Pepper,  7-Up, 

Mountain Dew, YooHoo, Tea, Bottled Water 

Ice Cream 

Milk Shakes                                $4.00                   

Chocolate, Strawberry, Vanilla, or Mocha        

Floats         Root Beer or Orange                   $3.00   

Sundaes        Hot Fudge or Caramel                   $3.00  
 

Coffee is free when the post is open!  

Lunch service - Mondays & Friday from 11—2   

Delivery is available in the Palatka area. 

From Your Kitchen Committee  - Contact us at 386-328-6976 

Breakfast served every Saturday from 8 to 11 am.                       

New menu available for a really great deal.  Bring your 

family and friends to Post 45 for the breakfast. 

Kitchen Worker Schedule for October 

Saturday Breakfast  

December  7 Gary Legion 

December  14 Gary Legion 

December  21 Gary Riders 

December  28 Gary SAL 

    If you are available to volunteer for any of our dinners, lunch-

es or breakfasts, please contact Gary St.Onge or Ken Moore. 

    If you can’t carry the plates to the tables maybe you could 

help with the preparing of the food, washing/drying dishes, 

sweeping, or washing off the tables. Your  help is needed and 

will be very much appreciated.  Your support would also be 

appreciated by attending these events.  

Bike Night Cook Out                               Doug McClure 
   Our BBQ Cook Out is the 4th Friday of every month from 5-8 

and is Open to the Public.  We are serving at the Twisted Throt-

tle at 903 Kirby Street in Palatka. Legion Rider's Doug 

McClure, “Swampy”, is cooking.  We are asking for $5 dona-

tions.   Good eats! 

           Mark your calendars and come support the Riders!   7-6 

ATTENTION  ALL MEMBERS OF POST 45 

  Post Christmas Dinner/Party  

Our Post Christmas Dinner/Party will be December 14th at 5pm. 

We will be doing Secret Santa again. If you would like to play. 

just do this: FEMALES buy a gift for a FEMALE and MALES 

buy a gift for a MALE. We ask that you spend around $15.on 

gift if you can. If not, what ever you can. Remember it's NOT 

the Price but the Thought that counts!  If you have a young child

(ren) please bring a wrapped gift for them with there first and 

last name on it.  

When you arrive at the Post sign in and give your gift to the per-

son at the Post Watch desk. They will give you a ticket for gift 

selection drawing and a door prize ticket. Our door prizes are for 

“Fun and Laughs”. So remember that if you get a bag of coal 

don't be upset. PLEASE. PLEASE come and join all of Our 

Members for a great dinner and party.  

The Post and Auxiliary will be donating and cooking several 

turkeys and hams. Please sign the Christmas Dinner sheet at the 

Post Watch desk area with how many family members will be 

coming and what food items you would like to share or you can 

call the Post watch person and they will write it down. See You 

on December 14th at 5pm. 

                             Thank You For All You Do 

What is the secret of happiness? It’s as plain as the nose 

on your face. When you get up in the morning you have 

two choices—to be happy or unhappy.  

  Just choose happy!   

      Smile!  It looks good on you! 



Happy December Birthday to each of you! 

Legionnaires: 2nd—Walt Hunt, 3rd—Angelina Edmonston,  

4th-James Fritch, 5th-David Meyers, Roland Eckert , 7th-

Thomas Olivent, 12th-Raymond Snyder, 17th-William Gabel, 

24th-James McMillan, 29th-Michael Benton, 30th-Carol Wells

-Fries, 31st-Rebekah Hutton, Eugene Nelson. 

 Auxiliary:  18th-Diane Perritt, 21st -Payton Bishop 

 If you need an address to mail them a card, 
please contact Membership Chairmen Teresa 
Schoolcraft.  

 

Vet Center Readjustment Counseling Service Now available at Post 45! 

   Gainesville Vet Center offers Readjustment Counseling Service available to combat veterans and their fami-
lies.  In recent surveys, veterans reported that they prefer to have 
family involvement in the treatment of their posttraumatic symp-
toms.  Research has also found positive outcomes for combat vet-
erans and their families who seek help together.  

    When to ask for help—When tensions escalate and issues are 
not getting resolved, seek help as soon as possible.  Repeated pow-
er struggles, disinterest in one another's needs, cutting off of com-

munication and over-controlling or possessive behaviors  are some of the signs the family could use some support. 

    Services offered - Individual counseling for veteran, couples or family therapy, group therapy for veteran or for their spouses, 
individual therapy for the spouse and children of the veteran, and referrals to other VA and Community  providers. 

        Who is eligible for this benefit? There must be a family member who has any one of the following: 

 DD-214 that documents service in a combat zone 
 Active duty service member with service in a combat zone 
 Experienced military sexual harassment, assault or trauma during active duty 
 The loss of an active duty family member while they were on active duty 
    Counseling service will be offered at our post every Friday from 10 AM to 3 PM.  Please call ahead to schedule your time with 
the counselor.    

    Gainesville Vet Center—105 NW 75th St, Ste #2, Gainesville, Phone # - 352-331-1408.   

    American Legion Post 45—316 Osceola St, Palatka,       Phone # - 386-328-6975 

    Combat Call Center (24/7) 877-927-8387  www.vetcenter.va.gov 

    Richard Williams—Gov’t Complex—Call to schedule appointments during the week.   386-329-0327 

A letter from Holly Brock ,Vet Center director, stated that alt-
hough they are willing to come to Palatka each week, it does 
not make sense to do so if there is not a need in the communi-
ty. They will only commit on Fridays 10 till 3 if and only if 
he has appointments.   Contact  Phone # - 352-331-1408.   

  Membership                                 Teresa Schoolcraft 

   Merry Christmas everyone.  I hope all enjoyed their Thanksgiv-
ing.  It was a wonderful turn out at our Post 45 Thanksgiving din-
ner.  We hope to see those that joined us for Thanksgiving and 
more for our Christmas dinner.   

On another note.  Your 2019 membership expires at the end of the 
year.  We are currently short 25% of our membership renew-
als.  So, stop by the post or mail in your membership so that you 
avoid your membership expires.  Or, you could pay it online at 
the Legion website. 

Have a Happy and Safe Holiday Everyone. 

   Hello to ALL Our American Legion Post 45 

members. If you missed Our Post Thanksgiving 

Dinner you missed some of the most delicious 

food ever. I don't know what I liked the most. 

Turkey and ham and veggies “cooked with love” 

for the Post Family to enjoy. There were many 

Old Members we haven't seen in awhile and lots 

of New Members. It was a real pleasure to be part 

of cooking and decorating this year again. 

I would like to say Thank You to ALL that help 

make it a great evening for all members 

    P.S. I just loved the Pumpkin Cheesecake  

Post 45 Family Thanksgiving Dinner                                          Pat Hunt 

Rifle Drawing winner  Wayne Lassiter

Family—The comfort of knowing if we need help it's only 

a phone call away means a lot. It is still hard to ask for 

help...just because we have always been the ones to offer help 

not the receiver of help. It becomes more necessary as we age 

and a great comfort to know we only have to ask.  

A great attitude becomes a great day  

which becomes a great month  

which becomes a great year  

which becomes a great life. 

Enjoy your journey. 



Newsletter Ad Campaign 

Business Card Ad: 

     $ 10.00 @ Month   or   $ 25.00 @ 3 Months 

Coverage includes: 

- Newsletters to all members (240 +) 

- Newsletter placed on Post website and Facebook 

- Newsletter copies available to public at the Post and various events. 

Where possible a scanned copy of the business card will be used.  Where necessary the information on the business card will be used 
to create an ad to insure a clear ad that is easy to read.   Deadline for new  business card ads is the 20 th of each month. 

Business Name ________________________________________    Purchaser Name ____________________________________ 

Date ___________   Number of Months  ______   Beginning Month   ___________    Ending Month   ____________ 

Amount Paid $ ______________   Cash _________   Check # __________ 

Purchaser Signature _______________________________________Post Member ______________________________________ 

Basic Training for American Legion 
     The American Legion's official training program for offic-
ers, members, Legion College applicants and those who 
simply want to expand their knowledge of the nation's 
largest veterans service organization is now available 
online. 
     The American Legion Extension Institute has been re-
written, updated, streamlined and enhanced with videos, 
digital photos, clickable links, a historical timeline and addi-
tional features. The program should take less than two hours 
to complete. It is divided into six sections, with a quiz at the 
end of each one, followed by a final exam.  History & Organ-
ization -Learn why and how The American Legion came into 
existence after World War I. Veterans Affairs & Rehabilita-
tion—The foremost pillar of American Legion service, learn 
the ways in which the organization is dedicated to compas-
sionate care, timely delivery of benefits, career development 
and other areas of advocacy for those who have served in uni-
form. Start your year right and learn more of the Am Legion. 

Post Commander Ken Moore and 1st Vice Commander 

Lester Sheppard with Jeanette at Walmart’s                                       

Veterans Appreciation Day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Post Commander Ken Moore presenting pins to      

Vietnam veterans at the Palatka Social Dance Club.   

Post Commander Ken Moore, 1st Vice Lester Sheppard and 2nd Vice 

Charles Gauthier presenting “What Veterans Day Means To Me”  essay 

contest winner Kenysia Daniels with a certificate and a $25.00 Walmart 

gift card. Kenysia is a 3rd grader at Mosley Elementary.  



Auxiliary Monthly Meeting 

   

Our meeting is Thursday, Dec 12th at 7 pm. Please come and 
share a potluck dinner at 6 pm. Remember to look at the calen-
dar for the various meals the post hosts and upcoming events.  
There is something available for everyone to help in some way.   

         2019-2020 Auxiliary Officer Email Information  
 

President—Linda Sliter  unit45palatka@gmail.com 

1st Vice—Teresa Schoolcraft  schoolcrafttr@yahoo.com  

Secretary—Pat Hunt auxiliaryunit45@aol.com  

Treasurer—Pat Hunt auxiliaryunit45@aol.com  

Chaplain—Cathy Boyland  cathyboyland@gmail.com  

Historian– Vacant  

Please contact them with Auxiliary news or questions.  

Auxiliary Fund Raiser starting in January 

   A Beautiful Patriotic Wreath with Gift Cards on It. The gift 

cards will be from all around Putnam and St. Johns counties. 

Tickets will be going on sale at our Christmas Party. 

Help support our Auxiliary. 

Sharing our trip to Department of Florida Conference 

2019 in Orlando Florida 

   Auxiliary Unit 45 President Linda Sliter, 1st Vice-President 

Teresa Schoolcraft, Sgt.at Arms Marilynn Gauthier, Secretary/

Treasure Pat Hunt and Junior Auxiliary Haylie Schoolcraft 

attended so many meeting/classes.   

   We learned more about the New Act that allows males in to 

the Auxiliary. We are so proud to say we have a male Auxiliary 

member, Richard Bair.  

    Junior Auxiliary Haylie Schoolcraft worked with other jun-

iors on the Honor Flight bags. Haylie collected a huge box of 

items for Honor Flight. Thanks to all that donated. 

   We also took 14 big banana boxes plus 4 other boxes and 3 

big bags for Female Homeless Veterans. There was so much 

donated by one family—coats, T-shirts, ladies tops, pants, 

underwear, socks and about 30 pair of tennis shoes and many of 

the personal hygiene items. You just don't know how much 

these items were needed by our Female Homeless Veterans 

Thank You All! 

Juniors 

It’s that time of year to spread cheer to everyone around.  Our juniors are going to be busy this season. They are collecting items to 
fill the wishes of the residents of Crestwood Nursing Home.  This is their three-wish program. I know we are looking for some deco-
rative blankets for them to use throughout the year, some knitting yarn, large print Bibles, large print activity books, art supplies and 
board games (no checkers).  The games could be Sorry, Chess, and other simple games. They may be simple, but they add fun to the 
residents of Crestwood. 

The Juniors had their 1st meeting on the 23rd.  Junior members Haylie and DeShaun worked on a Military Child’s Table Ceremony 
they will perform at our Christmas dinner this month. 

They are also working on Christmas cards for our homebound veterans, Palatka PD, Palatka FD, Putnam Sheriff’s Department, and 
others for our Honor Flight recipients.  We are also looking for volunteers to join us in making Yummy Christmas Treats, assem-
bling Treat trays, and delivering these trays of yumminess. The dates for these will be posted at the post and on Facebook. 

At the beginning of November several Auxiliary members attended the Department Conference.  Junior Auxiliary/Rider member 
Haylie Schoolcraft also attended. She attended a day full of Junior activities.  After the conference Haylie went to Eustis, Florida to 
visit the Vietnam Traveling Wall for the 1st time.  While there she handed out poppies to other visitors.  Congratulations goes out to 
Junior Auxiliary/Rider Haylie Schoolcraft who was elected at the Department Conference to be the “Honorary Department of Flori-
da American Legion Auxiliary Junior Treasurer for 2020/2021”.  Congratulations Haylie. 

Merry Christmas everyone, ho ho ho from your Junior Auxiliary, Junior SAL, and Junior Rider members.   
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If you have access to the internet, please let the Editor, Commander or President know so the newsletter will not be mailed to you.  

The Informer newsletter is available on the web page — post45palatka.@webs.com .   Information and articles can be submitted to 

the Editor by the deadline listed on the calendar.   —   newsletter.post45@gmail.com    Thank you for your support. Pat A   

Our post is open to the public so bring your family and friends.                                     

Help us support our veterans. 

6th - Yard sale (8am -2pm) and lunch (11am - 1pm).  Open to the public!  

7th - Breakfast and Yard Sale 8  - 11am.   Open to the public!  

11th – Legion Executive Committee meeting 10:30 am.     

12th - Legion and Auxiliary meeting.   Potluck at 6 pm and meeting at 7 pm 

14h - Breakfast 8 - 11 am.   Open to the public!  

14th – SAL and Riders meeting at 10 am. 

18th - Sargeant-at-Arms class at 10:30 am—everyone invited 

20th—Post Clean-up—Please come help make our post look great! You are needed! 

21st - Post 45 Family Christmas Dinner at 5 pm—For Post 45 members and their families. Sign up at Post      

Watch for category of food you will be sharing and number attending. 

24th—25th– 26th—Post Closed 

25th—Christmas Day!  

27th—Spaghetti Dinner 5:30—7:30 pm - Canceled this month 

28th - Breakfast 8 - 11.  Open to the public!  

31st –New Year’s Eve—Post closed  (also Jan 1st and 2nd) 

 

                           Our Christmas Holiday 
   We will be having our Post 45 Christmas Dinner on Saturday, 
December 14th. Please come join all of us for a great dinner 
and many laughs. So mark your calendar now. 
      Thank you to all our  Legion family members .  

December Events at a glance! 
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