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Commander’s Corner by Commander Ken Moore
We find ourselves starting the new year off as busy as ever. We have been busy working at the post with putting in a
new stove for the kitchen, new lights in the post as well as new high rise toilets in the bathrooms. We are still waiting
on our new windows which hav been ordered. We still have a new A/C and air handler to get installed. There has been
work done on the outside also. We have also reorganized the armory, pantry and out buildings. All of this while still
doing other projects in the community like providing Color Guard for the Election Poll Workers dinner, replacing flooring on a trailer in order to make it easier to haul all the golf carts for the Fly-In, securing our booth at the Putnam County Fair and Azalea Festival among others.
This was all made possible by every one of the officers and some members stepping up and giving their time to get it
done. It has been great to show up to do a project at the post or somewhere else and there are seven or eight there to
help. Thanks to all of you for everything you have done for the post. We count on each of you to continue to help us to
continue to move forward.
Our membership has been in the top 5 in our district from the start and we are now around 93%. Please, if you haven't renewed, see the Membership chairman, Teresa Schoolcraft. We can make it to 100% with your help.
There is a lot going on at the post. We had a booth at the Fly-in January 25th. The Azalea festival is March 7th and
8th and the Putnam County Fair March 20th thru the 28th. Please plan to attend and take part in these and other events.
We, The American Legion Bert Hodge Post 45, are known in our community so let’s all be seen and continue to show
everyone what we are about.
The American Legion Bert Hodge Post 45 does not follow, we lead the way!
God Bless and Thank you for your support

Auxiliary President's Comments by President Linda Sliter
Now that the holidays are over and we are working in the new year we need to get busy. First, I would like to Thank
Candy, her friend Susie and Marilynn for cooking such a wonderful dinner to start the year off. Also thanks to the Juniors for setting and decorating the tables, and many thanks to those that helped serve and other jobs that night.
We are planning many functions and would love to see all our members come to the meetings to offer their input and
to help with our projects. For you know the old adage “many hands make light work”.
As I look over the membership I see where many have joined but have not yet come to a meeting. We would welcome you and have you meet your sisters in service helping our veterans. We would like to get to know you and we welcome all ideas as this is your organization. So here is hoping to see you at the next meeting on Thursday, February 13th
at 7 pm. We have a potluck dinner at 6 pm before our meeting that you are welcome to attend and meet other members.

Doughboy Statues Maintenance Assistant Needed.
Our long standing “Doughboy” statues have been the protectors of the Memorial Bridge and beacons to our
surviving veterans for 92 years. These statues by E.M. Visquesey, were created as memorials to all of our service men and sailors as a personal “Welcome Home”.
We, the residents of Putnam County and everyone that has crossed the bridge, have seen these glorious statues and we have grown accustomed to their presence but we have forgotten that they need to be maintained
and cared for. Our four statues are the part of the last remaining 138 that are still standing of the original 840
statues.
We owe it to ourselves and to the future generations to care for and respect our Doughboys. Our local American Legion Post 45 has taken on the “No Man Left Behind” project of cleaning, restoring and maintaining
these treasures. This will, of course, cost for supplies to do so. The post will supply the labor but would appreciate any and all donations to help cover these expenses.
The post will be selling Doughboy T-shirts, cups and unframed prints at the American Legion post. Thank
you so much for your support.

Calendar of events for February 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

When you lead with your nice foot forward, you will win, every time. It might not be today, it might
not be tomorrow, but it comes back to you when you need it. We live in an age of instant gratification,
of immediate likes, and it is uncomfortable to have to wait to see the dividends of your kindness. But I
promise you it will appear exactly when you need it. - Kristen Bell

2 Post closed

3 Post open

4 Post open

5 Post open

6 Post open

7 Post open
Lunch 11-1

Azalea Cruises
6-7

Lunch 11-1

Yard Sale 8–2

Saturday
1 Breakfast Legion serving
Jr mtg 10 am
Auction Register
at 10 & auction
starts at 1 pm.
8 Breakfast Buffet $8-Legion
serving
SAL meeting at
10 :00
Riders meeting
at 10 :00
Yard Sale 8—2

9 Post closed

10 Post open
Lunch 11-1
Auxiliary
Exec mtg
10 am

16 Post
closed

17 Post open

11 Post open
Azalea
Cruisers
meeting
6-8

18 Post open

12 Post open

Legion
Exec mtg
10:30

19 Post open

13 Post open
Legion and
Auxiliary
Pot luck
dinner at 6 pm
and
meeting at
7 pm
20 Post open

14 Post open
Post Clean-up
10 am
Lunch 11-1

15 Breakfast –
Riders serving
Valentine Steak
Dinner at 5 pm

Valentine’s Day
21 Post open
Lunch 11-1

22 Breakfast SAL serving

Lunch 11-1
Newsletter
Articles Due

Presidents
Day

23 Post
closed

24 Post open
Lunch 11-1

25 Post open

26 Post open
Newsletter
folding at 10

27 Post open

28 Post open

29 Breakfast Legion serving

Lunch 11-1

Ash
Wednesday

Chili Cook-off
12 pm

Our post is open to the public so bring your family and friends.
Help us support our veterans.
1) Breakfast served Saturdays 8 am -11 am
2) Lunch served Mondays and Friday 11 am –1 pm
3) Post open 10 am—3 pm week days
2nd Thursday—Legion & Auxiliary potluck @6 pm & meeting @7 pm
2nd Saturday—Sons of American Legion and Riders 10 am Joint meeting
Following meals open to the public—
3rd Saturday - Post Dinners - Jan—Oct 5—7 pm
4th Friday—Post Spaghetti Dinner at post 5:30 –7 pm
Post Renters Information: This is a courtesy to those who rent our post home. Hall rental disclaimer – Groups that meet here
are in no way endorsed, supported or sponsored by Bert Hodge Post 45. These groups all pay a rental fee for the use of our post to
host their meetings. Any member that attends the meetings are there of their own accord and are not representing the American
Legion or Post 45. We list their meeting times in our calendar as a courtesy to them. Post 45 has and will always abide by the Constitution and By-Laws set in place by the American Legion and Post 45.
The post is available for group meetings, private functions and more. Visit our web page, post45palatka.webs.com.

Post Officers 2019-2020

Commander
Ken Moore
1st Vice
Lester Sheppard
2nd Vice
Rick Hayden
Adjutant
Bo Meadows
Finance Officer
Diane Perritt
Chaplain
Mike Murphey
Judge Advocate
Chuck Gauthier
Quarter Master
Greg Andries
Sargent-At-Arms Gary Coward
Member at Large Walt Hunt
Member at Large Bob Sanders
Member at Large Kevin Tracey
Service Officer
Chuck Foster
Historian/Bugler Curtis Bennett
Honor Guard Capt. Stan Owens
Membership
Teresa Schoolcraft

386-916-7601
386-972-2153
859-338-3961
904-699-2457
386-546-1659
904-907-5233
386-336-1083
719-310-7519
386-698-1837
904-315-3714
937-403-4914
386-336-2547
352-548-6029
386-972-3300
386-530-1455
386-517-3764

Auxiliary Officers 2019-2020
President
1st Vice
Secretary
Treasurer
Chaplain
Sgt-at Arms
Historian
Membership
Member at Large
Member at Large
Member at Large

Linda Sliter
Teresa Schoolcraft
Pat Hunt
Pat Hunt
Cathy Boyland
Marilynn Gauthier
Vacant
Teresa Schoolcraft
Roberta Parling
Pat Andries
Virginia Wygonik

386-326-9431
386-517-3764
904-501-7186
904-501-7186
828-361-8403
386-546-7694

386-517-3764
?????
719-433-5366
386-328-4604

SAL Officers 2019-2020
Commander
1st Vice
2nd Vice
Judge Advocate
Finance
Historian
Sgt-at-Arms

Chuck Gauthier
Vacant
Vacant
Stan Owens
Ron Kelly
James Hazel
Luke Owens

386-336-1083
?????
?????
386-530-1455
386-559-9160
?????
904-517-9699

Post address and contact information
316 Osceola Street, Palatka, FL. 32177
Phone Number: 386-328-6976
Post Website: post45palatka.com
Post Email: post45palatka@gmail.com
Auxiliary Email: unit45palatka@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: newsletter.post45@gmail.com
AL Riders: riderschapter45@gmail.com

District 17 Officers for 2019-2020
LegionCommander - Hank Mangels
Vice Commander - Jim Bowers
Vice Commander - Colleen Smith
Adjutant - Bruce Howe
Judge Advocate - Rev. Willie Branch
Auxiliary President—Toni Ellsworth tonig.ellsworth@yahoo.com

Membership (Legion)

Teresa Schoolcraft

There are a few of you who have not renewed your membership for 2020. Please, contact the Post to take care of this as
soon as possible. Our membership is at 95.07%. Not much to go
till we have 100%. Most of our members have already renewed
only a few remain unrenewed. If you have renewed do not worry
if you get a renewal notice from Department or National these
notices come out automatically. We at the Post have no control
over them sending these renewal notices.

This was my first year handing out goods to our veterans. It was
a honor and a privilege to see all the smiles on the faces. I am
honored to be a Son of the America Legion.
Your friend, Robin Cadle

AL Riders Officers 2019-2020
Director
Assist. Director
1st Vice
Secretary
Treasurer
Road Captain
Safety Officer
Chaplain
Sargent-at-Arms
Membership
Quarter Master
Historian

Veteran Relief

Ron Kelly
Charles Burkley
Wayne Moon
Teresa Schoolcraft
Greg Andries
Chuck Gauthier
Harvey Konsella
Chuck Gauthier
Vacant
Vacant
Vacant
Vacant

386-559-9160
601-955-2324
?????
386-517-3764
719-310-7519
386-336-1083
386-326-0943
386-336-1083
?????
?????
?????
?????

Ken Moore

Please, if you or a veteran you know of is in need of financial
help let me know. All information is kept confidential. It takes
7 to 10 days to get the request approved. Thank you.

Ken Moore and Lester Sheppard decorating
the base of our flag pole. Flowers were planted in the open areas. Great job!

Chaplain

Michael Murphey

I recently had the privilege of attending a recognition
ceremony arranged by our local Community Hospice to honor
a veteran under their care. Also in attendance were several
hospice staff, family, friends and the veteran’s pastor. Their
recognition of this veteran’s sacrifice and service was wonderful to see, as was their obvious love for this veteran as they
were each giving of themselves to serve him.
This was a great example of real love. The Hebrew and
Greek words used in the Bible for “love” can mean romantic
love, brotherly love, etc. Specific words are used for each…but
all are translated in English as “love”. What I was seeing all
around me was the kind the Bible uses for Godly love.
The Bible says that “God is love” and that we should “love
one another as He has loved us”. It’s important to understand
the meaning of the word “love” here. This love is putting another’s needs before your own, doing for others, sacrificing
what’s important to you in order to help someone else…the
kind of love that caused God to sacrifice His only begotten
Son for us. This an active, productive kind of love.
Whether they understood it at the time or not, every veteran
exhibited Godly love when they took the oath and gave their
very lives into the service of others. Their families operated in
Godly love as they gave so greatly of themselves in order to
support their veteran while they were away serving.
Our Legion family operates in Godly love every day…
giving, serving, helping, feeding, praying…on and on. As
Chaplain, I could not be more proud of this group and the heart
they display to our community. I see sacrifice every time I’m
with our members…their time, energy, money and love are
pretty freely poured out on those in need.
In February, we remember the “Four Chaplains” who gave
their life preservers to others when the ship they were on had
been torpedoed and was sinking…costing them everything…a
sacrifice freely given…Godly love.
That same spirit is alive and active at Bert Hodge Post 45! I
want to thank those who give so freely of themselves, and encourage each of us to search our hearts and take advantage of
the many opportunities available to serve veterans and our
community in Godly love.
American Legion Riders
Ron Kelly
Happy February everyone. We hope everyone
had a Happy New Year and that you are all well. Please, do not
forget your membership dues. We are trying to make an updated
roster for all our Riders so, if you have changed your phone# or
email address or moved please contact us so that we are able to
communicate with you more effectively.
We have several events coming up in the next few months at our
post. February we will have our 1st Auction at the Post and a
Chili Contest to raise money for the Post. In March we will have
the Azalea Festival and Putnam County Fair. Our Open House
will be April 4th and on the 25th will be the Freedom Festival. It
would be great for our Riders to participate in these
events. Keep an eye out on Facebook, the Post website, and the
Post for future information. We are currently working on an
individual Facebook and Website for Chapter 45 Riders.
We would like to start having a fun ride after our meetings. They are the 2nd Saturday at 10 a.m. of every month and
the ride will follow our meetings.

Thank you to the Azealia City Cruisers for presenting
Bert Hodge post 45 with a Certificate of Appreciation and giving us sponsorship in advertising. Pictured are Ken
Moore and Charles Wellborn

By-Laws of Bert Hodge 45 As Amended
Article 4—Duties of Officers
(Changes or additions are in BOLD print)
Section 1 Duties of the Commander: The Commander shall
approve all orders directing the disbursement of funds and shall
make an annual report covering the business of the post for the
year, and recommendations for the ensuing year, which shall be
read at the annual meeting and a copy thereof immediately
forwarded to the Department Adjutant. He/She shall designate another officer of the post to sign checks in the absence
or disability of the finance officer or Post Commander. He/
She shall perform such other duties as directed by the Post.
Section 3 Duties of the Second Vice Commander. The Second
Vice Commander will be the entertainment committee chairman
as well as developing ways to make the post more inviting.
Section 7 Duties of the Post Chaplain. The Post Chaplain
shall organize with Chaplains from the other American Legion families once a month to discuss spiritual needs of the
post and veterans in our community who are home bound or
in nursing home and assisted living.
Section 11 Duties of the Post Judge Advocate. The Post Judge
Advocate will also be responsible for scheduling and organizing political forums held at the Post. Post Judge Advocate
will be responsible for obtaining permits needed for parades
or any function where permits are needed, as well as serve as
the liaison between the post and community officials.
Section 12 Duties of Members at Large. There shall be two
Members at Large on the Executive Committee to function
as a Liaison between the Executive Committee and the post
membership.
Section 13 Duties of the Quartermaster. The Quartermaster shall inventory supplies for the weekly meals and insure
that all food products needed for the Post meals are available. The Quartermaster shall communicate with the head
cook to make sure there are no shortages of food products.
The Quartermaster shall inform the Post Commander and
Finance Officer of all purchases to be made before making
any purchases. Receipts must be turned into the Finance
Officer no later than one day after purchase.

From Your Kitchen Committee - Contact us at 386-328-6976
Breakfast served every Saturday from 8 to 11 am.
New menu available for a really great deal. Bring your
family and friends to Post 45 for the breakfast.
If you are available to volunteer for any of our dinners, lunches or breakfasts, please contact Gary St.Onge or Ken Moore.
If you can’t carry the plates to the tables maybe you could
help with the preparing of the food, washing/drying dishes,
sweeping, or washing off the tables. Your help is needed and
will be very much appreciated. Your support would also be
appreciated by attending these events.

Lunch Menu
Sandwiches come with a Pickle Spear and Chips
Hamburger
1/4 lb. Beef Hot Dog
Bacon, Lettuce, & Tomato
BBQ Pork on a bun
Philly Cheese Steak

$5.00
$4.00
$5.00
$5.00
$6.00

Beef, Provolone, Green Peppers, Onions and Mushrooms

Rueben

$6.00

Sauerkraut, Onions, Thousand Island Dressing on Rye

Sandwich Toppings $.50 each

Attention Everyone - Chili Cook Off
On Saturday February 29th at 12pm we will be hosting a
Chili Cook Off to raise money for the post. So, start thinking
about your recipes and tell everyone you know.

Cheese - Yellow or Swiss, Mushrooms, Bacon,
Grilled Onions, Sauerkraut, Green Peppers, Jalapenos

House Salad

$3.00

Lettuce, Tomatoes, Carrots & Sliced Onion

Come enjoy and bring some friends!

Drinks $1.00 each

NEW!! Breakfast Buffet for $8
Beginning February 8th, a Buffet Breakfast will be served on
the second Saturday of each month.

Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Coke, Diet Coke, Dr. Pepper, 7-Up,
Mountain Dew, YooHoo, Tea, Bottled Water

Ice Crea
Milk Shakes
$4.00
Chocolate, Strawberry, Vanilla, or Mocha

They will be serving from 8 am—11 am.
This offer is for Eat In Only.

Floats
Sundaes

Root Beer or Orange
Hot Fudge or Caramel

$3.00
$3.00

Coffee is free when the post is open!
Lunch service - Mondays & Friday from 11—1
Delivery is available in the Palatka area.
Legionnaires: 1st Virginia Wygonik, 2nd David Wilkinson,
James Kinard, 14th Rudolph Steinhouser, 18th Gary Coward,
21st Gene Young, 25th Theodore MacGibbson
Auxiliary: 2nd – Dianne Sanders, 22nd -Augustine Davenport
If you need an address to mail them a card, please contact
Membership Chairmen Teresa Schoolcraft.

Kitchen Worker Schedule for February
Saturday Breakfast
February 1

Gary

Legion

February 8

Gary

Legion

February 15

Gary

Riders

February 22

Gary

SAL

February 29

Gary

Legion

Do you want to stand out? Then step down. Be a servant. If
you puff yourself up, you’ll get the wind knocked out of you.
But if you’re content to simply be yourself, your life will count
for plenty. Matthew 23:11.
There are many ways you can help support our post, veterans
and community. Please take the time to seek out an officer and
learn how you can help. Let them know your interests and
skills so they can help you help us. Thank you.
7-6

Vet Center Readjustment Counseling Service Now available at Post 45!
Gainesville Vet Center offers Readjustment Counseling Service available to combat veterans and their families. In recent surveys, veterans reported that they prefer to have family involvement in the treatment of their
posttraumatic symptoms. Research has also found positive outcomes for combat veterans and their families
who seek help together.
A letter from Holly Brock ,Vet Center director, stated that altWhen to ask for help—When tensions escalate and issues are
hough they are willing to come to Palatka each week, it does
not
getting resolved, seek help as soon as possible. Repeated pownot make sense to do so if there is not a need in the community. They will only commit on Fridays 10 till 3 if and only if er struggles, disinterest in one another's needs, cutting off of communication and over-controlling or possessive behaviors are some
he has appointments. Contact Phone # - 352-331-1408.
of the signs the family could use some support.
Services offered - Individual counseling for veteran, couples or family therapy, group therapy for veteran or for their spouses,
individual therapy for the spouse and children of the veteran, and referrals to other VA and Community providers.
Who is eligible for this benefit? There must be a family member who has any one of the following:





DD-214 that documents service in a combat zone
Active duty service member with service in a combat zone
Experienced military sexual harassment, assault or trauma during active duty
The loss of an active duty family member while they were on active duty
Counseling service will be offered at our post every Friday from 10 AM to 3 PM. Please call ahead to schedule your time with
the counselor.
Gainesville Vet Center—105 NW 75th St, Ste #2, Gainesville, Phone # - 352-331-1408.
American Legion Post 45—316 Osceola St, Palatka,

Phone # - 386-328-6975

Combat Call Center (24/7) 877-927-8387 www.vetcenter.va.gov
Richard Williams—Gov’t Complex—Call to schedule appointments during the week. 386-329-0327

2020-Candidate Forums Dates Reserved for
The American Legion Post 45
By Stan Owens
The following link to the Putnam County Supervisor of Elections Website will display the tentative dates for upcoming
candidate forums to be held at The American Legion Post 45,
Palatka. More details will be added as we begin finalizing candidates and races. The same formats as past years will be followed and the dates listed correspond to the second and fourth
Mondays of each month beginning March 9th, 2020. We look
forward again to working with you, the candidates and for
the citizens of Putnam County for another educational and successful election year in Putnam County.
As in the past the "Meet and Greet" and dinner hour is open
to the public and for all candidates as a time for brochure tables
and petition signing. Mark your calendars beginning March
9th, 2020 and invite others to attend.

SAL Squadron Commander
Chuck Gauthier
Good day all sons of the SAL. The holidays are
over and this past month has been very busy.
Moving forward, we need your renewal now. Please remit your
$15.00 as soon as possible for the 2020 year.
We received a grant from the Home Depot Foundation. The
new lights are installed and much, much more! Come in and see.
We have been missing some of you so mark your calendar for
Saturday, February 8th, at 10:00 am. Come have the buffet
breakfast then be there for our meeting. Hope to see all of you on
February 8th.
Remember many hands make any load light.
‘Til then, be strong and pray for our country!!

https://soe.putnam-fl.com/Candidates/2020-CandidateForums

Membership Contest for Everyone
Legion Family at Fly-In

Marilyn Gauthier

The Fly In at Kay Larkin Airport was Awesome! Our Legion
Family promoted the doughboy restoration with tee shirts and
coffee mugs, membership etc. The Sons of The Legion helped
wherever needed and talked to possible members. The Auxiliary had raffles, membership information, poppies and more. The
Juniors received donations for items such as different pens and
change purses. They sold plates with military designs, flowers
and lots more. We will be at the Azalea festival and the fair, so
if you missed the fly in, come join us at one of these events. A
big Thank You goes out to everyone that participated. You all
Rock!

The Legion, Auxiliary, and Sons of American Legion are putting
on a contest starting February 1 st until March 31st. This is a New
Member Recruitment Contest. When you sign up 5 new members to any of the 3 families you will receive your membership
paid for 2020. When you recruit 10 new members you will receive the free 2020 membership as well as 4 free breakfasts, an
$8 value for each breakfast.
We are in need of new members to fill the many positions available within the Post. So, come on and join the contest. Keep an
eye out for more information and details of a competition that
will go on between the officers. It will definitely be entertaining.

Half Boy / Half Man
The average age of the military man is 19 years. He is a short haired, tight-muscled kid who, under normal circumstances is considered by society as half man, half boy. Not yet dry behind the ears, not old enough to buy a beer, but old enough to die for his country. He never really cared much for work and he would rather wax his own car than wash his father's, but he has never collected unemployment either.
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

He's a recent High School graduate; he was probably an average student, pursued some form of sport activities, drives a ten year
old jalopy, and has a steady girlfriend that either broke up with him when he left, or swears to be waiting when he returns from
half a world away. He listens to rock and roll or hip-hop or rap or jazz or swing and a 155mm howitzer.
He is 10 or 15 pounds lighter now than when he was at home because he is working or fighting from before dawn to well after
dusk. He has trouble spelling thus letter writing is a pain for him, but he can field strip a rifle in 30 seconds and reassemble it in
less time in the dark. He can recite to you the nomenclature of a machine gun or grenade launcher and use either one effectively
if he must.
He digs foxholes and latrines and can apply first aid like a professional.
He can march until he is told to stop or stops until he is told to march.
He obeys orders instantly and without hesitation, but he is not without spirit or individual dignity. He is self-sufficient.
He has two sets of fatigues: he washes one and wears the other. He keeps his canteens full and his feet dry.
He sometimes forgets to brush his teeth, but never to clean his rifle. He can cook his own meals, mend his own clothes, and fix
his own hurts.
If you're thirsty, he'll share his water with you; if you are hungry, his food. He'll even split his ammunition with you in the midst
of battle when you run low.
He has learned to use his hands like weapons and weapons like they were his hands.
He can save your life - or take it, because that is his job.
He will often do twice the work of a civilian, draw half the pay, and still find ironic humor in it all.
He has seen more suffering and death than he should have in his short lifetime.
He has wept in public and in private, for friends who have fallen in combat and is unashamed.
He feels every note of the National Anthem vibrate through his body while at rigid attention, while tempering the burning desire
to “square-away” those around him who haven't bothered to stand, remove their hat, or even stop talking. In an odd twist, day in
and day out, far from home, he defends their right to be disrespectful.
Just as did his Father, Grandfather, and Great-grandfather, he is paying the price for our freedom. Beardless or not, he is not a
boy. He is the American Fighting Man that has kept this country free for over 200 years.
He has asked nothing in return, except our friendship and understanding.
Remember him, always, for he has earned our respect and admiration with his blood.
And now we even have women over there in danger, doing their part in this tradition of going to War when our nation calls us to
do so.

As you go to bed tonight, remember this shot. A short lull, a little shade and a picture of loved ones in their helmets.
Prayer wheel for our military... 'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. Amen.'
Please stop for a moment and say a prayer for our ground troops in Afghanistan, sailors on ships, and airmen in the air, and for those
in Iraq, Afghanistan and all foreign countries.
Of all the gifts you could give a US Soldier, Sailor, Coastguardsman, Marine, or Airman, prayer is the very best one.

2020 Elections and Poll Workers Dinner
Many members from our post attended the Election Poll Workers dinner on Jan 21st at the fairgrounds. There are over 250
poll workers in Putnam county this year. They have started the
training sessions to prepare for all the election days, both local
and national. Supervisor of Elections Charles Overturf Jr announced that our post is the only organization in the United
States that are allowed to wear our uniforms when working the
polls. Our Color Guard presented the colors before the dinner.
Thank you to all who help support our country and veterans.

Newsletter: Mail vs Internet
Are you getting a mailed copy of the newsletter and have internet access? With the internet you have access to our Bert
Hodge Facebook page and our web page for the newsletter
and other events.
Please let us know at: newsletter.post45@gmail.com, or call
the post, if you are willing to stop receiving the mailings of
your newsletter and visit our Facebook page or web page..

Juniors

Teresa Schoolcraft

I want to say that our Juniors are awesome. They did an awesome job at setting and decorating the tables for the Auxiliary dinner
in January. If you see Haylie or Deshaun please thank them for all the hard work, they do. Deshaun assists the Post by filling the
drink cooler.
If you have a child or grandchild, please sign them up for our Juniors. Even if they live out of state they can participate in our
Patch/Certificate program. Our Juniors help with cleaning the Post, setting up for events, fundraising, learning about our Country,
the Flag, and our Constitution. Our February meeting will be at 10am on Saturday, Feb 1st.
The Juniors are starting a collection of things so that they may make small survival type bags for the 1 st Responders of Putnam
County. The following items are what we are looking for and they need about 200 of each:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Life Savers
Smarties
Gum
Tootsie Roll
Peppermint Patty
Mounds Bar
Laffey Taffy
100 Grand
Hershey’s Kisses
Erasers
Key
Penny
Safety Pin
Snickers

Toothpicks
Rubber Bands
Cotton Balls
Batteries
Tissues
Tape
Mints
Bubbles
Paper Clips
Lollipops
Minties
Matches
Candles
Piece of String

Auxiliary Monthly Meeting
Our meeting is Thursday, Feb 13th at 7 pm.
Please come and share our potluck dinner at 6
pm. Remember to look at the calendar for the various meals the
post hosts and upcoming events. There is something available
for everyone to help in some way.
Membership

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stars
Caramel
Starburst
Playing Card
Coffee
Jigsaw Piece
Fireball
Band-Aid
Payday

2019-2020 Auxiliary Officer Email Information
President—Linda Sliter unit45palatka@gmail.com
1st Vice— Teresa Schoolcraft schoolcrafttr@yahoo.com
Secretary—Pat Hunt auxiliaryunit45@aol.com
Treasurer—Pat Hunt auxiliaryunit45@aol.com
Chaplain—Cathy Boyland cathyboyland@gmail.com
Historian– Vacant
Please contact them with Auxiliary news or questions.

Teresa Schoolcraft

Happy Valentines Day my fellow Auxiliary members. I would
like to remind you all that if you have not paid your 2020 dues
then your membership has expired. Please, take care of this as
soon as possible.
There have been some great things coming out of the Auxiliary
over the past several months and I would like to thank all our
members for all you do. I would like to give a special shout out
to Candy, Susie, Marilynn, and Candy’s family for the wonderful dinner in January.
Let’s get ready for a busy next few months. It will be busy for
the next 5 months so get your motors running and let’s move
forward.

Open House and Easter Baskets
Auxiliary is busy this year making Easter Baskets to be ready in
time for our Open House on April 4th. The tickets are $2 each
or 6 for $10. Stop by the Post anytime and get your tickets
from Post Watch or any Auxiliary member.

To achieve maximum success, the Auxiliary needs to promote
harmony and unity in the American Legion and work together
in a spirit of cooperation to carry out the mission of service to
veterans and their families.

Gift Cards and Gift Certificates Wreath Drawing
Our new fund raiser will be a Beautiful Patriotic Wreath with
Gift Cards and Gift Certificates on it from all around Putnam
and St. Johns counties. We are asking members to solicit businesses to support us supporting our veterans and provide gift
cards/certificates from their business to place on the wreath.
Gift cards donated by individuals are also welcome. Drawing
tickets are $5 each and can be purchased at the Post Watch
desk or ask any Auxiliary member for them. lf you would like
to help sell tickets, please contact President Linda Sliter or 1st
Vice President Teresa Schoolcraft The drawing will be at the
post at 1 pm on Memorial Day, May 25th, following the parade
and ceremony. Help support our Auxiliary.

February Events at a glance!

1st- Breakfast 8 - 11 am. Open to the public!

1st- Juniors meeting 10 am
1st- Auxiliary Workshop 12 pm
1st- Auction at the Post Registration at 10 am . Auction begins at 1 pm. Open to the public!
7th- Yard sale (8am—2pm) and lunch (11am - 1pm). Open to the public!
8th - Breakfast Buffet for $8 (Eat in only) 8 - 11am and Yard Sale 8-2 . Open to the public!
8th – SAL and Riders meeting at 10 am.
10th—Auxiliary Executive meeting 10:30 am
12th – Legion Executive Committee meeting 10:30 am.
13th - Legion and Auxiliary meeting. Potluck at 6 pm and meeting at 7 pm
14th—Post Clean-up 10 am—Please come help make our post look great! You are needed!
15th - Breakfast 8 - 11 am. Open to the public!
15th - Valentine Steak Dinner at 5 pm. Open to the public!
22nd- Breakfast 8 - 11. Open to the public!
29th - Breakfast 8 - 11. Open to the public!
29th—Chili Cook Off 12 pm.

Open to the public!

March 7-8 Azalea Festival - Your help is needed to man the booth.
March 20th-28th Putnam County Fair—Sign up sheet to man the booth during this time is at Post Watch desk. Your help is
needed.

“Try to have good days and bad moments. Life is too short to have a bad day.”

Valentine Steak Dinner
Hosted by the American Legion
316 Osceola St. Palatka, FL 32177 - “On the Hill at 9th & Crill”
Saturday, February15th - Serving at 5 pm
Take out available (386-328-6976)
Deadline for ordering or purchasing tickets is Saturday Feb 8th, (Limited tickets)
Dinner includes: Ribeye steak, baked potato, steamed vegetables, salad, roll, dessert and iced tea or coffee.

Dinner tickets are available at Post Watch desk or ask a member—

$12.00 adults or $6 for children 4-12 years. (Chicken Nuggets Dinner)
Open to the public so bring friends and family and purchase your tickets early.
If you have access to the internet, please let the Editor, Commander or President know so the newsletter will not be mailed to you.
The Informer newsletter is available on the web page — post45palatka.@webs.com . Information and articles can be submitted to
the Editor by the deadline listed on the calendar. — newsletter.post45@gmail.com Thank you for your support. Pat A

