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Commanders Corner                                                                             Ken Moore 

I am happy to say that none of our members have been infected with COVID-19. I pray that we all 

continue to stay safe and healthy. I know this has been some trying times for all of us.  We               

continue to work on the post with a limited number and we continue to serve our community the 

best we can while practicing social distancing. I know the question on everyone’s mind is when 

will we be able to open the post and get back to normal. I wish I had an answer but things seem to 

change on a daily basis. The post will remain closed until the middle of June as of now with only 

maintenance being done at the post, due to the social distancing requirements. We are hoping to 

begin some projects outside the post in June.  Please remember we are unable to have breakfast, 

lunch or dinners as well as conduct any fundraisers but the bills will keep coming, please try to 

donate at least $10.00 a month to keep the bills paid. I really am humbled by the support we have 

received so far from the members, it shows that the post is important to you as it is to our veterans 

and community. We have been trying to save as much as possible which includes not running the 

A/C while we are there working .We have to be prepared and accept that raising money may be 

harder with everyone suffering from the shutdown but pulling together we can successfully get 

through it, we are The American Legion Bert Hodge post 45 and we will continue to move              

forward together. Thank you to Teresa Schoolcraft and her dad Bruce Stothers who took an idea 

and ran with it and created a wonderful Memorial Day display at the post and thank you to those 

who helped set it up, just a great job all around. Thank you to those who participated in the           

Memorial Day ceremony I wish we could have had everyone but we were limited on how many 

we could have, some others showed up anyway which was great, it was good for our post and 

community and showed that the American Legion Bert Hodge post 45 remembered and honored 

our fallen brothers and sisters. Please take care stay safe and healthy and stay in contact, you are 

all in my thoughts and prayers.  
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Vet Relief         Ken Moore 

For now vet relief is only releasing funds to help veterans directly affected by the 

COVID-19 virus. Please let me know if I can help and allow 7 to 10 days for processing. 

All information is kept strictly confidential . Thank you and God Bless.   

 

 

CAN YOU 

FIND ME? 

Can you find the  

S.A.L.               

Emblem in this 

newsletter? Its hiding some-

where.  But to find it you will 

have to search the whole news-

letter. This is the actual size 

you’re looking for. 

Once we reopen we would like 

to invite all of our post members 

and their families to come in and 

visit the post. We always have 

free coffee available and always 

have great camaraderie. We 

would like to have a much more 

active post. All you have to do is 

come in to the post for a visit at 

least one day a month, or better 

yet, one day a week. Just come 

in and have a good laugh with 

good friends.  

OUR S.A.L. NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

Attention all Legionnaires. If you have a son, grandson, adopted son or                  

great-grandson. Please think about letting them join our Squadron 45. The S.A.L. 

is for young men to join and learn about Patriotism, Americanism, Duty and 

Honor. It gives them a place to learn about what it means to be a veteran. The 

dues are only $15 a year. So please bring them in. We want to be the best                   

Squadron in the state! 

post45palatka.webs.com
mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com
mailto:sal45palatka@gmail.com


From the Media and Public Relations Chairman 

First off I would like say that I enjoy creating and editing 

the newsletter for the post. To me it is an honor to help in 

keeping you informed about what is happening at the post. 

I would like to ask if anyone would like to assist in the 

Public Relation field. If you would like to be a part of it 

please let me know. So much was going on before the post 

was closed due to the virus scare.  But we will re-open as 

soon as possible. It will be great to get back to regular              

operation. Let us look forward to being a busy and active 

post again. 

Paul Flint, Media and Public Relations Chairman 

Squadron News                                Chuck Gauthier 

Well it time for us to elect our new officers. We will have a 

lot of vacant positions since Stan and Luke Owens will be 

moving away.  We wish them well and hope they have a 

safe move. You should get your ballots in the mail soon. 

We ask that you send them back as soon as you get them. 

Please mail them back since they must have a post mark on 

them. Full results of the election will be posted in the next 

newsletter. On the ballot is also membership record infor-

mation update. Please give us all the information so that we 

can keep you better informed and we can keep in touch. 

We are also doing a membership drive. We are looking for 

young men who want to learn the ideas of  Patriotism, 

Americanism, Duty and Honor.  Membership dues are $15 

a year. Thank you and  God Bless!! 

GO SQUADRON 45!!! 

Chapter 45 Riders                      

Well it is that time of year again to Ride.  Information will 

be coming out soon about upcoming rides.   

Secretary, Teresa Schoolcraft 

Membership                                          Teresa Schoolcraft 

Welcome to a New Year, Post 45 members.  It is that time 

of the year again. I would like to congratulate everyone -  

we are over 100%!  We will be hosting our Early Bird          

Special for membership dues in July again this year.  So, 

make sure you take advantage of this savings. Current post 

members for 2020 are eligible to take advantage of our ear-

ly bird special in July.  Membership dues for members will 

be $35 from July 1 thru the 31st with our early bird special.  

You may pay your early bird special by check to the post or 

at the post.  Unfortunately, we will not be able to offer the 

early bird special to new members or to           members 

who renew their membership online.  We are sorry for any 

inconvenience this causes.  Dues will return to $45 for 

membership renewals on August 1, 2020.  We look forward 

to seeing everyone throughout the year. 

In memory of those 

who never came 

home.  Gone but 

never forgotten 

 

Our Commander making us proud. Thank You Ken!!!! 

 Juniors 

Well nothing is really going on due to Covid-19.  Hopeful-

ly, we will get to open soon.  We miss talking to all of you. 

Junior Chairperson, Teresa Schoolcraft  

 



1st Vice Auxiliary                         Teresa Schoolcraft 

For Memorial Day, my father Legion member Bruce Stothers and 

I made 34 crosses to put the names of our Battle Buddies, family, 

and friends who have passed.  The front row is of four Hero’s 

who were killed in action.  The names on the other crosses are of 

those who served and since passed.  I wanted something special 

for Memorial Day since we were not having our parade.  It took 

my dad and I ten days to make the 34 crosses, 23 poppy lanterns, 

and 60+ poppies.  We sold 15 of them and will make them 

throughout the year so that more of our loved ones are             

represented next year.  If you would like to have one made      

contact me.  All I need is their name, branch of service and if 

they were killed in action.  It cost $10 to purchase one and the 

profit will be going towards the Auxiliary VA & R program.   

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 we will not have our ballots done 

until June 2nd.  We will send out the results after they have been 

counted.  I hope to see everyone when the post opens back up, 

whenever that may be.  I miss working with everyone and all the 

good that we do throughout the community. 

I would also like to thank everyone for paying their dues in a 

timely manner.  The Auxiliary is over 100% in membership this 

year.  Like the post we will be offering an Early Bird special 

from July 1st through the 31st.  If you pay your dues during this 

time you will only pay $30 for your 2021 dues.  This is only 

available to 2020 membership card holders and this can not be 

applied if you pay online to Department.  You may mail in a 

check or stop by the post with your credit card, cash, or check. 

I look forward to seeing everyone when we reopen our doors. 

Auxiliary Chaplain                Cathy Boyland 

Psalm 91:1-16;  Those who live in the shelter of the Most High 

will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty. This I declare of the 

Lord: He alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, 

and I am trusting Him. For He will rescue you from every trap 

and protect you from the fatal plague. He will shield you with His 

wings; He will shelter you with his feathers. His faithful promises 

are your armor and protection. Do not be afraid of the terrors of 

the night, nor fear the dangers of the day, nor dread the plague 

that stalks in darkness, nor the disaster that strikes at midday. 

Though a thousand fall at your side, though ten thousand are  

dying around you, these evils will not touch you. But you will see 

it with your eyes; you will see how the wicked are punished. If 

you make the Lord your refuge, if you make the Most High your 

shelter, no evil will conquer you; no plague will come near your 

dwelling. For He orders His angels to protect you wherever you 

go. They will hold you with their hands to keep you from striking 

your foot on a stone. You will trample down lions and poisonous 

snakes; you will crush fears lions and serpents under your feet! 

The Lord says, "I will rescue those who love Me. I will protect 

those who trust in My name. When they call on Me, I will       

answer; I will be with him in trouble. I will rescue them and hon-

or them. I will satisfy them with a long life and give them My 

salvation."  

The New Post Officers 2020 - 2021 

First, As the nomination committee chair and post Judge            

Advocate, here are the results of the post officers elections 

for 2020-2021 year. First the command staff of post 45 is 

pleased to report 69 votes were counted. This is the highest 

number of votes for any officers election over the past 

many, many years. A big thank you to all that voted. We 

want you to know that our 1st Vice Commander Lester 

Sheppard , Adjutant Bo Meadows, Finance Officer Diane 

Parrot, past Judge Advocate Stan Owens and our            

commander Ken Moore were all present for the opening 

and count of votes. Please see below who you voted into 

office. Secondly, the finical donations were very moving as 

you members were strong with your support for our post. 

Thank all of you for your trust and conviction in supporting 

your post home. 

 

For God and Country 

Charles Gauthier, Judge Advocate  Cell #  386-336-1083 
                                                                                                                

Commander   Ken Moore                                      

First Vice Comm.    Lester Sheppard                                

Second Vice Comm.  Paul Flint                           

Chaplain   Mike Murphy                              

Finance Off.   Diane Perritt                                

Judge Advocate   Chuck Gauthier                     

Sgt. @ Arms   Gary Coward                          

Service Officer   Chuck Foster                                   

Historian   Curtis Bennett                             

Member @ Large   Walt Hunt                              

Member @ Large   Kevin Tracey 



Farewell and Safe journey Stan Owens 

We had to bid farewell to a truly exceptional Legionnaire. Stan Owens has been a huge part of our post family.  

Stan was an officer for the post for several years. He has done so much for us, and with us. Stan was instru-

mental in getting the “Get out and vote” program, and with the Color Guard. It was great to have a small group 

get together and say thank and farewell to Stan Owens , and present him with a plaque and a certificate from 

all of us at American Legion Bert Hodge post 45. We will all miss you Stan good luck and God Bless  

Stan we wish 
all the best in all 

you do. You 

will be missed. 
You will                  

always have a 
place here at 
Bert Hodge 

Post 45. 



Post 45 in the News!! 



We are proud to have been a part of the Memorial Day Program. 

This is just a small part of what we are all about. Veterans helping veterans and their families. 
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Lunch Menu 

Sandwiches come with a Pickle Spear and Chips 

Hamburger         $5.00                                                                                       

1/4 lb. Beef Hot Dog        $4.00                                                                            

Bacon, Lettuce, & Tomato      $5.00                                               

Philly Cheese Steak           $6.00                                                                 

Beef, Provolone, Green Peppers, Onions and  Mushrooms                                                      

Rueben                               $6.00                                                                    

Sauerkraut, Onions, Thousand Island Dressing on Rye                    

BBQ Pork  on a bun     $5.00     

Extra Sandwich Toppings $.50 each 

Cheese - Yellow or Swiss,  Mushrooms,  Bacon,                         

Grilled Onions,  Sauerkraut,  Green Peppers,  Jalapenos.                                                                                       

House Salad                    $3.00                                                                                 

Lettuce, Tomatoes, Carrots & Sliced Onion        

Drinks $1.00 each  

Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Coke, Diet Coke, Dr. Pepper,  7-Up,   

Mountain Dew, Yoo-hoo, Tea, Bottled Water 

Ice Cream  

Milk Shakes     $4.00                                                                         

Chocolate, Strawberry, Vanilla, or Mocha                                           

Floats                   $3.00                    

Root Beer or Orange                                                                              

Sundaes                       $3.00  

Hot Fudge or Caramel                                                            

Coffee is free when the post is open!                                                   

Lunch service - Mondays & Friday from 11 - 1                                     

Delivery is available in the Palatka area.                                           

Open to the Public! 

Kitchen Notes   
Kitchen Worker Schedule for June  

Saturday Breakfast  

June 6 CLOSED CLOSED 

June 13 CLOSED CLOSED 

June 20 CLOSED CLOSED 

June 27 CLOSED CLOSED 

We want to wish all members of the                

Legion, Auxiliary, and S.A.L. a very              

Happy June Birthday!! 

 

LEGION  

1. Leonard Fawley, Michael Russo.   

6. John Dillingham, Robert Murff.   

7. Larry Post.   

10. Ronald Sliter.   

13. John Trama.                       

14. Anita Becker, Henry Jackson Jr.   

22. Leroy Bowers.                                 

25. Leonard Edenfield, Donald Lee II.   

27. Stephen Eaves, Michael McGonigle,                                              

Rayburn Snyder, Richard Solana Sr.             

28. Ron Dennis 

AUXILIARY 

2. Leota Hendrix.   

4. Patricia Varnes.   

5. Rebekah Johnson.                  

23. Donna Karasiewicz.   

28. Haylie Bishop.                                                                                                              

29. Yi Boyland, Denise Horvatt. 

The Origin of Flag Day 

In 1775, the first "American flag, called the Continental colors, 

was created for our fledgling country. But, it looked too similar to 

the British flag. So, on June 14, 1777, the Second Continental         

Congress passed a resolution that “the flag of the United States be 

13 stripes, alternate red and white,” and that “the union be 13 stars, 

white in a blue field, representing a new constellation. 

It wasn't until 1916, that President Woodrow Wilson issued an 

official decree making June 14th Flag Day. However, some say the 

original Flag Day occurred in Wisconsin in 1885, and that Bernard 

J. Cigrand, a school teacher, began the practice of celebrating the 

flag’s birthday. He assigned his class to write essays about the flag 

and its significance. 

Kitchen help needed!!! 

If you like to cook then you are needed. We are in need of 

people who are willing and able to help us with breakfast and 

lunch service. Our kitchen is a big part of how we keep the 

doors open and help local families in need. But we need you. 

You don’t have to be a pro and one day a month minimum is 

what we ask for. Call Ken Moore if you can help. 



Military Trivia 

Q: What song was the Navy band playing at Pearl Harbor when the 

Japanese attacked?  

A) The Battle Hymn of the Republic     B) The 1812 Overture                                    

C) The Star-Spangled Banner    D) Over There 

 

The answer to May’s trivia was; B) The Persian Gulf War 

So I was in an air show a while back, and I noticed that there 

was a USMC booth. There were three pair of marines in the 

booth and two sets of pull up bars. I wanted to go but I realized 

I was too short. So I just stuck with the Air Force booth...  

Flag Day Trivia  

1. From your memory, and without peeking, how 

many stripes on the American flag are red?                               

A. Six. B. Seven. C. Eight.  

2. Where can you find the original Star Spangled 

Banner today?                                                                           

A. In Donald Trump's pr ivate collection. B. At the 

Republican National Committee Headquarters. C. At 

the Smithsonian Institution.  

3. When did Francis Scott Key write the lyrics that 

became the National Anthem?                                                      

A. July 4, 1814. B. The morning after  the battle, 

September 14, 1814. C. The night before the battle, 

September 13, 1814.  

4. Why is the flag so much shorter today than when it 

was sewn? A. The end of the flag was burned in the 

Battle of Baltimore. B. Samples have been removed 

for conservation testing. C. The family which pre-

served the Star Spangled Banner, gave small pieces 

away as souvenirs and gifts. 

5. When did "The Star-Spangled Banner" officially be-

come the United States' national anthem?                                            

A. 1931. B. 1917. C. 1814.  

6. How was the American flag used before the War of 

1812? A. There was no Amer ican flag before the 

War of 1812. B. As a symbol of the British Empire. 

C. To identify ships and for ts.  

7. How many American flags are on the moon?                     

A. One. B. Three. C. Six 

Answers are at the bottom of this page 

  Flag day Trivia Answers: 1.B 2.C 3.B 4.C 5.A 6.C 7.C  

Murphy's Laws of Combat 

# 11                                                                                                                         

For every action, there is an equal and opposite criticism in boot camp.         

#45                                                                                                                           

The perfect officer for the job will transfer in the day after that billet is filled 

by someone else. 

https://www.triviaplaying.com/245-song-trivia.htm

