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Commanders Corner
Ken Moore
Well here comes July and through everything going on Bert Hodge post 45 keeps moving
forward. Renovation at the post is nearly complete with getting the new A/C system
Auxiliary Email:
installed being the last major thing. We have been working hard with the installers and
unit45palaka@gmail.com
hopefully it will be completed the first week of July. Thank you to all those who have
Newsletter Editor:
donated to make this possible. If you haven’t visited the post in a while please come by
newsletter.post45@gmail.com
and check it out and thank Lester Sheppard and Bo Meadows for taking the lead on
getting it done. There are other Legion members who helped and also thank you to those
AL Riders:
riderschapter45@gmail.com Auxiliary members who cleaned and worked so that we could get open. Team work
makes everything easier, some put in longer days than others some are able to donate
S.A.L.:
more financially than others. Remember the story in the Bible where the rich man gave a
squaron45hodge@gmail.com
lot and an old lady gave a little, when ask whose gift was greater, it was said the old lady,
even though the rich man gave more it was only a small portion of what he had, but the
Facebook:
old lady gave so little but it was all she had. I only ask you to give what you can and do
@berthodgepost45
what you can not what someone else can. During this time with the COVID-19
fundraising is very limited and I am afraid it may be that way for a while and could even
CAN YOU FIND get worse. Even though we received a nice size donation it was for ramp projects and vet
ME?
relief not for our monthly expenses and can not be used for that. I am asking every
member to make at least a $10.00 donation to the post each month to keep our doors open
Can you find the
so that we can continue to serve our veterans and community. Let’s work together so we
Auxiliary Emblem
can continue moving forward. I also want to thank you for the honor and privilege and
in this newsletter? Its hiding
faith in me by electing me as the post commander for another year. I will continue to
somewhere. But to find it you
serve the American Legion BERT HODGE post 45 with the best of my ability.
will have to search the whole
Thank you and God Bless
newsletter. This is the actual size
you’re looking for.

Post Hours and Information
We have reopen and we would
like to invite all of our post
members and their families to
come in and visit the post. We
always have free coffee
available and always have great
camaraderie. We would like to
have a much more active post.
All you have to do is come in to
the post for a visit at least one
day a month, or better yet, one
day a week. Just come in and
have a good laugh with good
friends.

Monday;

10 am to 3 pm - Lunch served 11 am to 1 pm

Tuesday;

10 am to 3 pm

Wednesday; 10 am to 3 pm
Thursday;

Closed for Private Meeting

Friday;

10 am to 3 pm - Lunch served 11 am to 1 pm

Saturday;

8 am to 11 am for Breakfast

Sunday;

Closed

Vet Relief

Ken Moore

For now vet relief is only releasing funds to help veterans directly affected by the
COVID-19 virus. Please let me know if I can help and allow 7 to 10 days for processing.
All information is kept strictly confidential . Thank you and God Bless.

Post Calendar of events for July 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

While we have reopened the post, we 1 Post Open 2 Post Closed 3 Post Open
Lunch 11 - 1
ask that you respect each other and
The Post is
Want to host
practice social distancing and wear a
a poker game rented by our
mask . We are glad to be back in
local Kiwanis
with your
action and hope to see all of you at the
today.
FREE
friends
COFFEE
post.
today?

4 Breakfast

5 Post Closed

6 Post Open 7 Post Open 8 Post Open 9 Post Closed 10 Post Open
Lunch 11 - 1
Lunch 11 - 1
Get together
Did you know
with some
that July 8th is
friends today
Legion and
National
Legion Exec
and share
Aux.
Pot Luck
Sugar Cookie Auxiliary Exec your service Comm. Meeting
Dinner 6pm &
10 am
mtg @ 10 am
Day ?
story.
Meeting @ 7pm

11 Breakfast

12 Post Closed 13 Post Open

15 Post Open 16 Post Closed 17 Post Open
Lunch 11 - 1
Today is
National Give The Post is
rented by our
Something
Away Day! local Kiwanis
today.
I could use a
Post cleaning
dollar..
day.

18 Breakfast

22 Post Open

25 Breakfast

Make the call.

14 Post Open

Lunch 11 - 1
Today is

National Eat
Your Jell-O
Day

Its

National
French Fry
Day

19 Post Closed 20 Post Open

FREE
COFFEE

21 Post Open

23 Post Closed 24 Post Open

Lunch 11 - 1

Lunch 11 - 1

Would
anyone like to
start a post
bowling
team?
26 Post Closed 27 Post Open

28 Post Open

FREE
COFFEE

29 Post Open

The Post is
rented by our
local Kiwanis
today.

Get happy
everyone its
National Milk
Articles due by
Chocolate
5 pm today
Day

Lunch 11 - 1

The Post is
rented by our
local Kiwanis
today.

8 - 11am

Riders meeting
at 10:00 am

8 - 11am
Officer
Appreciation
Dinner. Fried
Chicken and
sides. Members
and family only.
5:00 pm Free

8 - 11am
$5 Pancake
and Sausage
breakfast
SAL meeting at
10:00 am

30 Post Closed 31 Post Open

Lunch 11 - 1

8 - 11am
AUX Jr mtg
10:00 am

FREE
COFFEE

Just so you
know, the
23rd is
National
Gorgeous
Grandma Day

The upkeep of the post is something we
are proud of. But the few people that do
all of the work could use some help.
Yard work, building maintenance,
cleaning, and other work is vital to
keeping the post going.
If you would like to help, then talk to
one of the post command staff about
being a part of the Building and
Maintenance committee.
Our Yardmen keeping the post looking good..
Thank you Bo Meadows and Chuck Gauthier.

Our Commander being installed by the District Commander.

In memory of those
who never came
home. Gone but
never forgotten

From the Media and Public Relations Chairman

Due to the cost of postage we will no longer be mailing the
newsletter out to most of the membership. However, we
will mail it out to our elderly and shut in members who do
not have internet access. If you know of any members in
such a way please contact me with their name and address
at; newsletter.post45@gmail.com so that we can get it to
them. If you still want the newsletter mailed to you, it will
cost $12 a year to do so.
Paul Flint, Media and Public Relations Chairman

Happy Birthday to all
members born in July.

Chaplains Prayer

Michael Murphey

I am so pleased to see the re-opening of Post 45! 3 months
was too long to be apart from our post family members.
However, in spite of the restrictions we experienced due to
the Corona virus, the true spirt of Post 45 continued to
operate through a group I think of as “The Unstoppables”.
Even with restrictions in place they were faithful in making
buddie-checks on post members, kept the post grounds
looking great, worked on upgrades to the post interior,
placed flags on veterans’ graves in our cemeteries, set up an
awesome memorial to our fallen in front of the post,
represented our fallen at the Palatka bridge on Memorial
Day and on and on. These are just the visible, up-front
things going on. In the background the Unstoppables have
been fervent in prayer, communicated with and assisted our
ill and coordinated support and care as required. I couldn’t
be more proud! What an awesome thing it is to be in a family which includes The Unstoppables.
Michael Murphey, Post Chaplain
904-907-5233
murphey88@gmail.com

Disaster Preparation
Our 2020 hurricane season is already off to an early start with three named storms already happening. It’s very
apparent that we need to be ready for what is predicted to be a busy season. Pull out your disaster Preparation
Checklists and double-check that you are good-to-go. As veterans and families of veterans we all know the
importance of having a plan, gathering supplies and making preparations when we anticipate a big event in our
lives...whether that is a move, a deployment, a homecoming, a retirement or any of the other numerous life
events we’ve faced. We, of all people, have no excuse when it comes to being prepared.
While your checklists will have more detail, some basics are:
1. Maintain at least 2-3 weeks’ worth of food and water (Use the older items and replace them with new as you
do).
2. Fuel your vehicles before they get below half a tank.
3. Fire up that generator and make sure the fuel is still good and you have good supply of fuel on hand.
4. Clean up your property and get those dead limbs out of your trees.
5. Stay in touch with your family and friends and have an emergency calling plan in place.
6. Have an evacuation plan in case things get really rough.
7. Have plenty of batteries for your lights and emergency radios.
8. Pay attention to the weather and any warnings or watches which come out.
If you don’t have a detailed checklist, contact me and I’ll get one to you. If you’re having trouble
accomplishing something, do what we’ve been trained to do...reach out to your team. The post leadership is
always available to work with you to get the help you need.
Michael Murphey, Post Chaplain, 904-907-5233 murphey88@gmail.com

DON’T FORGET. SATURDAY JULY 4th STARTS OUR EARLY BIRD SPECIAL $35.00 instead of
$45.00 FOR MEMBERSHIP Which will run through the entire month of July !!!
Don’t miss out, save $10.00. ( JULY ONLY ).

The 45 Informer, Auxiliary Unit 45 Section
Auxiliary President

Teresa Schoolcraft

It is time to renew your membership again. Like the post we will be offering an Early Bird special from July
1st through the 31st. If you pay your dues during this time you will only pay $30 for your 2021 dues. This is
only available to 2020 membership card holders and this cannot be applied if you pay online to
Department. You may mail in a check or stop by the post with your credit card, cash, or check. The Auxiliary
will start a pistol drawing on July 1st. It is a Taurus G2S 9mm new from Great Guns. Tickets are only $5.00
each. The drawing will be held Saturday December 5th. Please talk to an Auxiliary member for your
ticket. You must be 18 years old to purchase a ticket and able to pass a background check. For Memorial Day,
my father Legion member Bruce Stothers and I made 34 crosses to put the names of our Battle Buddies,
family, and friends who have passed. The front row is of four Heroes who were killed in action. The names
on the other crosses are of those who served and since passed. I wanted something special for Memorial Day
since we were not having our parade. It took my dad and I ten days to make the 34 crosses, 23 poppy lanterns,
and 60+ poppies. We sold 15 of them and will make them throughout the year so that more of our loved ones
are represented next year. If you would like to have one made contact me. All I need is their name, branch of
service and if they were killed in action. It cost $10 to purchase one and the profit will be going towards the
Auxiliary VA & R program.
Please, thank and congratulate your officers for stepping up this year to lead the Auxiliary.
President Teresa Schoolcraft
1st Vice/Membership Pat Hunt
nd
2 Vice Linda Sliter
Secretary vacant
Treasurer Dianne Sanders
Historian vacant
Chaplain Cathy Boyland
Sergeant at Arms vacant
Members at Large Virginia Wygonik and Esme Coward
Our executive meeting will be Monday July 6th at 10:00 am, I look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting
on July 9th at our monthly meeting.
President, Teresa Schoolcraft

Memorial Day crosses placed in
front of the post.

Please contact me anytime on my cell via phone, text or email for ALL prayer requests: 828-361-8403 and
Cathyboyland@gmail.com
"For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; But of POWER and of LOVE, and a Sound Mind. Be not thou
therefore be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord." II Timothy 7,8
Let the whole world know that Jesus lives in our hearts. We are to be that shining light to others.
Cathy Boyland, Chaplain, Bert Hodge Post 45. American Legion Auxiliary

Squadron 45 / Riders Chapter 45 / ALA Juniors 45
Squadron News

Chapter 45 Riders

It is time to renew your membership
We have our new officers. And we are ready to
take this Squadron further than ever. Our first again. You may mail in a check or stop by the
meeting will be Saturday, July 25th. at 10:00 post with your credit card, cash, or check.
Please, thank and congratulate your officers
am. At which tome the installation of the for stepping up this year to lead the Legion
officers will take place. I hope to see you all
Riders;
there because we have a lot to discuss and to
Director, Ron Kelly
decide on. We want as many members there as
Assistant Director, Bo Meadows
we can get. We will be working on a
st
1 Vice/Membership, Wayne Moon
membership drive in which we will be hoping
Secretary, Teresa Schoolcraft
to get more youth involved. Together we can
Treasurer, vacant
make this Squadron a great one.
Chaplain, Chuck Gauthier
Historian, Curtis Bennett
Paul Flint, Squadron 45 Commander
Road Captain/Safety, Officer vacant
GO SQUADRON 45!!!
The Riders will start a pistol drawing on July
1st. The drawing is for a gently used
Paul Flint
Mossberg Patriot 30-06, 3/9x40 scope, ,3
David Flowers
flush fitting magazines, spiral bolt, rubber
bumper, padded sling, & fluted
Robin Cadle
barrel. Tickets are only $5.00 each. The
Chuck Gauthier
drawing will be held Saturday December
Ron Kelly
5th. Please talk to a Legion Rider member for
Michael Murphey your ticket. You must be 18 years old to purMichael Ruggier
chase a ticket and able to pass a background
check. You can stop by Great Guns in Palatka
Vacant
on St. John’s Ave to see the rifle.
Paul Flint

Our New Officers are;
Commander
1st Vice Commander
2nd Vice Commander
Adjutant
Finance Officer
Chaplain
Sergeant @ Arms
Historian
Membership Chair

Secretary, Teresa Schoolcraft
Call an old
friend or
buddy from
you service
days and
check on
them.

From our historian

Kitchen Notes

Curtis Bennett

In Defense of Liberty

Lunch Menu
Sandwiches come with a Pickle Spear and Chips

Hamburger
$5.00
1/4 lb. Beef Hot Dog
$4.00
Bacon, Lettuce, & Tomato
$5.00
Philly Cheese Steak
$6.00
Beef, Provolone, Green Peppers, Onions and Mushrooms
Rueben
$6.00
Sauerkraut, Onions, Thousand Island Dressing on Rye
BBQ Pork on a bun
$5.00
Extra Sandwich Toppings $.50 each
Cheese - Yellow or Swiss, Mushrooms, Bacon,
Grilled Onions, Sauerkraut, Green Peppers, Jalapenos.
House Salad
Lettuce, Tomatoes, Carrots & Sliced Onion

$3.00

Drinks $1.00 each
Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Coke, Diet Coke, Dr. Pepper, 7-Up,
Mountain Dew, Yoo-hoo, Tea, Bottled Water
Ice Cream
Milk Shakes
Chocolate, Strawberry, Vanilla, or Mocha
Floats
Root Beer or Orange
Sundaes
Hot Fudge or Caramel

$4.00
$3.00
$3.00

Coffee is free when the post is open!
Lunch service - Mondays & Friday from 11 - 1
Delivery is available in the Palatka area.
Open to the Public!

JULY DINNER
The July dinner will be an Officer
Appreciation Dinner. Fried Chicken and
sides. It will be for members and family
only and is at no cost. Saturday July 18th at
5:00 pm at the post.

As Legionnaires, we cannot ignore the social unrest
that is going around us, and throughout our country. As
active duty personnel, our oath, and job, was to protect
and defend our country and preserve our US
Constitution and our Bill of Rights in the process. That
did not change simple because we left active duty
status. While our country remains relatively free, the
attacks on our rights, civil liberties, and God
guaranteed freedoms, are being assailed. So, how can
we defend now what some of us once fought many
battles over? We can vote and become active in our
communities and we can be ambassadors of this great
nation by sharing our experiences as veterans. Many of
us have seen, and experienced, things our fellow
Americans could never fathom. By our own personal
history of service to God and country, we can perhaps
stir the passion of patriotism and Americanism within
our communities and show them why they are blessed
to live in a country such as ours. Few respect the flag,
our national insignia. We, as veterans, can share with
others why our flag is worthy of the highest of respect.
Yes, it pains me to see another American burning the
flag. Though we no longer wear the uniform of the
United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force,
and Coast guard, as civilians, we still have a voice
when it comes to securing our republic, for which it
stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all. We have a voice and it is called the
general election. Let us all have a voice in the future
and direction this country is going to go in. Let us all
go out and vote. Yes, we do have a say. And yes, we
can still show others the way… When you are in that
voting booth, I know that we, as veterans, will know
what to do…
Curtis Bennett (Historian)

Laugh it up. And have some fun on us...You earned it.

Murphy's Laws of Combat
# 1.

A “sucking chest wound” is nature’s way of telling you to slow down.
# 31. Professionals are predictable, it’s the amateurs that are dangerous.
Military Trivia
Q: Which two nations, constitutionally
barred from military actions, sent money
to support the Allied coalition
against Iraq in "1991"?
A) France and Italy
B) Germany and Japan
C) England and China
D) Ireland and Turkey
The answer to May’s trivia was;

C) The Star-Spangled Banner

Post 45 Legion Officers 2020-2021 Contact Information
Commander

Ken Moore

386-916-7601

kenandjojo77@gmail.com

1st Vice Commander

Lester Sheppard

386-972-2153

lestersheppard@hotmail.com

2nd Vice Commander

Paul Flint

386-213-2738

paulflint47@gmail.com

Adjutant

Bo Meadows

904-699-2457

efmeadows47@gmail.com

Finance Officer

Diane Perritt

386-546-1659

dibears57@gmail.com

Chaplain

Mike Murphey

904-907-5233

murphey88@gmail.com

Judge Advocate

Chuck Gauthier

386-336-1083

charlesgauthier@comcast.net

Sergeant @ Arms

Gary Coward

386-698-1837

payesme@gmail.com

Service Officer

Chuck Foster

352-548-6029

Historian / Bugler

Curtis Bennett

386-972-3300

Csbennett55@outlook.com

Member @ Large

Walt Hunt

904-315-3714

antiquegrits@aol.com

Member @ Large

Kevin Tracey

386-336-2547

ketracey@bellsouth.net

Unit 45 Auxiliary Officers 2020-2021 Contact Information
President

Teresa Schoolcraft

386-517-3764

1st Vice President / Membership

Pat Hunt

904-501-7186

2nd Vice President

Linda Sliter

386-530-0811

Treasurer

Dianne Sanders

937-403-4914

Chaplain

Cathy Boyland

828-361-8403

Sergeant @ Arms

VACANT

Secretary

VACANT

Member at Large

Virginia Wygonik

Member at Large

Esme Coward

Member at Large

VACANT

Historian

VACANT

386-559-4564

A.L. Riders Chapter 45 Officers 2020-2021 Contact Information
Director

Ron Kelly

386-559-9160

Assistant Director

Bo Meadows

904-699-2457

1st Vice/Membership

Wayne Moon

904-426-5383

Secretary

Teresa Schoolcraft

386-517-3764

Road Captain/Safety Officer

VACANT

Chaplain

Chuck Gauthier

386-336-1083

Historian

Curtis Bennett

386-972-3300

Treasurer

VACANT

